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earned. Yet many using the advertising columns 

of The Sunday School Times have found themselves 

sharing largely in the good will earned by the 

Management. The practice of carefully scrutinizing 

ali advertising has had no small part in building up 
this confidence of readers. 














_ Priests and Scribes and Pharisees 
RIGGES and scribes and Pharisees! 
. Dar is of night at noonday fell; 
boded | eht to such as these: 
They stroked their beards and said, ‘‘All’s well,”” 
Earth rocks. The Temple veil is rent! 
© priests and scribes and Pharisees! 
To arm and brow, in blind content, 
They bound their broad phylacteries, 


O priests and scribes and Pharisees! 
The tomb has yielded up its dead. 

He lives! The guard in terror flees, 
“Deny it. Say. ’tis false,’’ they said. 


Oo priests and scribes and Pharisees ! 
























Substitute Lungs 


When one’s own lungs will not work, substitute 
lungs may prolong or save life. Thé® Associated Press 
recently brought thrilling accounts to newspaper 
readers of such a battle for life. Albert Frick of 
Chicago, twenty-two years old, was stricken by an 
unusual form of paralysis, making it impossible for 
him to use his lungs. Sunday morning, March 6, he 
stopped eres ig 3 His heart was beating, and physi- 
cians asked his friends to serve as lungs by providing 
artificial respiration. Fifty-six friends and business 
“associates volunteered, working for fifteen minutes at 
her one on each og oe: = bed, “with clocklike 
rhythm, as near natural breathing as sible: press 
down, relax, press down, relax.” 7 oe early BL ibe 
ag of the tirelessness of the men who declared 

eir intention of “staying on forever” if necessary. 
“If the workers stop a moment in their task or if 
complications develop, the slender cord that holds life 
may be snapped in a second. ... A faltering hand 
means a lost life.” Hour after hour passed, day after 
day. Then, 108 hours after natural breathing had 
‘ceased, the life having been continued by “substitute 
lungs” for more than four days, the boy died, “after 
a valiant fight and with many of the men who had 
worked over him in tears.” Is it not a parable of what 
is done for those who commit themselves into the keep- 
ing of the Great Physician? Only He has never lost 
a case. For “He is able also to save them to the ut- 


termost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever’ 


liveth to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25). 


Perhaps we cannot know, until wegse.our Lord face 
to face, just why his continual «intercession in our 
behalf is needed, or just what it. accomplishes for us. 
But, as prayer is “the Christian’s vital breath,” and 
as our Own prayers are often so uncertain and de- 
fective, may we not think of this unceasing interces- 
sion kept up by our Lord Jesus Christ in our behalf 
as only another wonderful result of his Substitutionary 
Atonement, in which he makes himself our substitute 
spiritual lungs, -and actually breathes for us the prayer 
“without ceasing” ? 
ya 


Paul’s Permanent Blindness 


It may be a duty to be blind. When it is, then 
blindness is a_ blessing. cannot know whether 
Patl’s “thorn in the flesh” was some form of chronic 
eye trouble; the Scriptures suggest this. But, quite 
apart from this physical affliction, we do know that 
Paul rejoiced in permanent blindness after his physical 
blindness, which was caused by the unbearable light 
from Heaven when he saw the Lord near Damascus, 
was removed by the touch of Ananias and Paul re- 
ceived his sight and was filled with the Holy Ghost 
(Acts 9:17). Then came the blessing of lasting blind- 
ness that the Lord wants us all to have. Mr. Jaffray 
brings this out in the concluding article in his notable 
series of missionary challenges, in this issue of The 
Sunday School Times: “On his way to Damascus, 
he was blinded forever to the world. He was after 
souls. He was- an ambassador from the Court of 
Heaven and bore-a message of salvation to lost men. 
Far from gaping about him at big buildings or get- 
ting interested in curious customs of a strange people, 
he felt that it was woe to his soul if he did not speed- 
ily preach to them the Gospel of salvation from sin.” 
This does not mean that Paul was blind to the beau- 
ties of this present world, either in God’s handiwork 
or in the handiwork of men. But he was permanently 
blind to any beauty of any sort that could get between 


~him and Christ. “God forbid,” he cried, “that I should 


glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world” (Gal. 6:14). Blindness to all glory save that 
of the cross means seeing beauties that we would 
otherwise never see, both in the natural world and in 
the supernatural. Those who are thus blind can para- 
phrase Paul’s word, “When I am weak, then am I 
strong,” and say, “When I am blind, then I see.” 


Final ,Costs 


It is a costly thing to do “God’s will. Many 
people today are rebelling against his will, — per- 
haps more than ever before in the history of the 
world. We are living in an age of revolt: revolt 
against authority of almost every sort. Children are 
revolting against the authority of their parents; par- 
ents are revolting against the authority of human law; 
young and old, and some earthly governments, are re- 
volting against God’s laws. People are going back 
into the dark days of the Book of Judges, when “every 
man did that which was right in his own eyes.” Of 
course, the result is wreckage, tragedy, ruin. As 
never before, because we live in such a poisonous at- 
mosphere, we need to search out the Word of God and 
learn his will, ‘and then do it at any cost. For the 
cost of doing God's will never can equal the cost of 
not doing it. 

Fa 


Preparing for His Coming 

“To wait for his Son from heavén’ does not 
mean inactivity and idleness. Some who do not know 
the teaching of the Scriptures concerning Christ’s sec- 
ond coming mistakenly think that interest in “that 
blessed hope” makes for a peeve folding of the hands 
and doing nothing. But Paul writes to the Thessa- 
lonians, “how ye turned to God from idols to serve 
the living and true God; and to wait for his Son from 
heaven.” There can be no passivity in serving the liv- 
ing and true God. When the Lord-appointed_seventy, 
he “sent them two and two before his face into every 
city and place, whither he himself would come.” While 
that refers to the travels of his earthly ministry, when 
he first came to this earth, it may have also a sugges- 
tion of the truth made so prominent elsewhere, that 
the Church must carry the Good News to every part 
of this earth, to which Christ is so soon coming again. 
His next words to the seventy are significant. “There- 
fore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, 
but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into 
his harvest.” And when he was teaching his disciples 
about his second coming he said: “And the gospel 
must first be published among all nations. ... And 
tfien shall they see the Son of man coming in the 
ae with great power and glory” (Mark 13: 10, 


A Lily in the Twilight 


bloomed a single lily in a-city lot. A little boy 

passed by and saw it. Upon him it made so deep 
an impression that the memory of that flower has al- 
ways remained. Never before had he seen one like 
it. In the mystic setting of the twilight it stood before 
him in its solitary beauty; there was nothing to turn 
attention from it. Its large, reflexed petals were silky 
white and sprinkled with crimson spots. Though 
fashioned like a crown and carried at the top of a 
sturdy stem, it bent ovér as if in humility and rev- 
erence, That was all; only an instant was it seen; 
but again and again has memory recalled it, and around 
this twilight vision meditation has. gathered many 
thoughts. 
2 ig’ = lily of the evening hour typifies the Chris- 
tian life. 
is gathering in the world today. Moral and spiritual 
values seem ever harder to distinguish, but through 
this deepening gloom the sanctified believer stands 
forth in contrast, sheddin 
but reflecting the rays of Heaven. 

Because it was white, the lily reflected the whole 
light truthfully. White isthe perfect blending of 
all the sun’s rays. A blue or red or yellow flower 
absorbs certain portions of what it receives and re- 
flects only a distorted sunlight. The sincere Christian 
will, like Paul, “declare . . . all the counsel of God.” 
As our Lord was the true light, so we must reflect 
him truthfully. 

The lily was alone. 


Y biome ago, one balmy summef evening, there 


Christianity is individualistic, 


It bloomed in the twilight; so darkness. 


not a light of his own, 


Many flowers bloom in clusters. Philosophies and 
other religions may deal with masses, but Christ seeks 
individuals. In his earthly ministry he called unto 
him whom ke himself would, and the many stories of 
his dealings with individuals are among the sweetest 
passages of the record of his life. To be sure, there 
are also blessings in-fellowship, as the Lord Jesus fed 
and taught the multitudes, but the truly great things 
of God come to us one and one. There is no collectiv- 
ism in God’s dealings of grace. Each must accept as 
though he were the only one in the world and the en- 
tire redemptive plan were lauriched for him alone. 
There was humility in that bending flower, and an 
atmosphere cf reverence, accentuated by the stillness 
of the evening hour. It was not that there was in- 
sufficient substance for self-esteem; many a flower 
with far less stateliness carries its head stiffly erect. 
So, too, the Christ life, which of all lives might have 
reason to boast, is humble. It draws its strength from 
him who was ‘ and lowly in heart.” Because 
of this humility it has wonderful attractiveness and 
power. aBlessed are the meek: for they shall in- 
herit the earth”’ In a world of self-assertiveness this 
lesson of lowliness of spirit is hard to learn; many a 
child of God finds difficulty in mastering it, and so 
ny ag enter into the sphere of usefulness that might 
his, 
But though humble, the lily was royal. Those reflexed 
tals formed a crown of finer beauty than any worn 
by Solomon in ali his glory. A kingliness is inherent 
in the Christian that is vainly to be sought elsewhere. 
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He “hath made us kings and priests unto God and 
his Father ; to him be glery and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen.” In an age when the majority of men 
submit to the dictates of worldly motives, such as 
desire for wealth, fame, power, or pleasure, they who 
love His appearing are waiting for the crown of 
righteousness, 

There was purity. That soft, chaste whiteness, like 
the influence of a clean soul, breathed as it were an 
atmosphere of holiness around it. Emblematically, the 
lerimson spots upon the white spoke of the blood that 
cleanseth from all sin. Without the shedding of blood 
there is no remission of sin. Here a perishable flower, 
by its: two colors, told in fullness and simplicity the 
satisfying truth of cleansing through the atoning death. 

It was a lily, the emblem of the resurrection! At 
Eastertime ‘we adorn our churches and homes with 
lilies, and we are gladdened by their message of vic- 
tory over death. When the frosts of. autumn withered 
all aboye the. ground, those frosts. had no power over 
the ugly, scaly bulb hidden in the earth which lay there 
throughout the winter awaiting the resurrection morn 
of spring. “It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in 
glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power 
. .. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is 
thy victory? ... But thanks be to God, which giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Thus did that solitary lily, in the twilight hour of 
long ago, not bloom in vain, but in its quiet way .tt 
proclaimed the glory of the resurrection life. 


a“ 
When Disaster Threatens 


HAT do we de when overwhelming sorrow or 

catastrophe descends upon us? Therein is a sure 
test of spiritual attainment. The worldling may turn 
to drink, or pleasure, in order to forget; or he may 
seek out the influential aid of some fellow worldling. 
What does the Christian do? Generally he commences 
to worry! Or he may even complain or murmur! 
But there is still another class of Christians, who can 
say with the Psalmist, “Some trust in chariots, and 
some in horses: but. we will remember the name of 
the Lord our God.” He does straightway what Heze- 


Encouragement 


In these days when any journal that stands for 
the old faith is severely criticized, it is heartening to 
receive words—and many of them come—on the 
other side. Here is a letter from an Ohio reader, for 
which The Sunday School Times thanks God and takes 
courage: 

Just a word to let you know how I appreciate your 
papér in these perilous and’ worldly days. I think that 
Christ would approve of your paper. I am glad and 
thankful to know that there are some men yet who do 
not bow the knee to Baal. I pray that you will continue 
to be foolish that you may be wise. 


x 
The Temple and the Church 


In your “Notes on Open Letters” I believe you rightly 
say: “There is a fundamental difference between the 
temple under the Old Testament and any meeting place 
of the Church of Christ in the New Testament,” and 
“Every detail of service and ritual in connection with 
the temple was clearly prescribed in the Scriptures.” 

However, from your answer as a whole I was wonder- 
ing if you intended to convey the thought that though 
God was careful to prescribe every detail of service and 
ritual in the “type,” he was less so in connection with 
the Church, its service, and worship?’ Personally, I be- 
lieve God has been definite in regard to everything that 
is to be done when the Church comes together.—A Min- 
nesota Reader. 


The temple of the Old Testament was not a type 
of the New Testament Church. The tabernacle was 
a type of Christ, every part of it sveaking of him. 
The Epistle to the Hebrews makes this plain. Con- 
cerning the temple, the Scofield Reference Bible says: 
“The typology of the temple, if indeed it has any typi- 
cal significance, is most obscure and difficult. The 
New Testament invariably expounds the typology of 
the tabernacle, not of the temple. The symbolism of 
the latter may be revealed in the kingdom-age.” 

But the New ‘Testament, especially the Epistles, 
giving us God’s inspired and infallible Word for the 
life, conduct, and duties of Christians in the age of 
grace, does not give any details of architecture, ritual, 
or service for the Church. It lays down certain prin- 
ciples, but that is all. The gathering together of be- 
lievers in public worship is enjoined: “Not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the 
more, as ye see the day approaching” (Heb. 10: 25). 
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kiah did, hastening to the upper room of access to 
God, and he spreads out before the Lord his need. 
The danger menacing Hezekiah was no imaginary 
or exaggerated one,—as are sO many ef ours; a 
mighty enemy was at his gates, and he and all his 
people were threatened with destruction. And in face 
of this imminent cataclysm we find that this godly 
king “went into the house of the Lord” (2 Kings 


19:1). 

What did he do next? He sought a fellow believer 
who knew how to pray, and asked him to wrestle with 
him for deliverance. That other was the great prephet 
Isaiah. What a spiritual power these two represented 
when their prayers were united! Without raising a 
finger, but through their isitercession, Sennacherib’s 
whole army was routed, 185,000 bemg struck dead by 
an angel of the Lord, and their defiant leader returned. 
defeated to his own land to meet sudden death at the 
hands of-his ewn sons, 

But there is another impertant: lesson to be learned 
from this experience of Hezekiah, which touches us 
deeply. 

kt e so easy to get discouraged in praying when the 
answer is delayed and our troubles increase rather 
than decrease. After Hezekiah had gone “into the 
house of the Lord” for prayer, his next step was to 
send to Isaiah, that he also might pray; but fer the 
time, in spite of this united intercession, the persecu- 
tion from without did not cease but rather intensified. 
Just there is where most of us give up, and leave off 
praying. “What is the use?” our attitude would say. 
“Can God?” “WillGod?” And the tragedy is that per- 
haps it was just before deliverance was to be granted 
that we gave up in despair. : 

But we see that Hezekiah {2 Kings 19:14) for the 
second time, in face of the renewed menace, “went up 
into the house of the Lord, and spread it before the 
Lord. And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord.” In 
his prayer he employed arguments, he reasoned with 
the Lord as to the necessity fer His intervention. So 
may we do, when God’s glory itself is at stake; and 
in the end the mighty deliverance was accorded. 

For us also, if we persevere, we shall see Satan. van- 
quished and leaving us; in the werds of the Scripture: 
“So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went 
and returned.” 





In such public worship, which we call church services, 
Christians are enjoined to “let all things be done de- 
cently and in order” (1 Cor. 14:40), and the same 
chapter lays down other principles of conduct in the 
church service. Again, there is to be no favoritism 
or honoring of persons one above another in. the 
public worship of believers: “My brethren, have not 
the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, 
with respect of persons. For if there come unto your 
assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, 
and there come in also a poor man in vile raiment; and 
ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, 
and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; 
say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit there under 
my footstool: are ye not then partial in yourselves, 
and are become judges of evil thoughts?” (Jas..2: 1-4). 
Beyond such general principles of love, and orderli- 
ness, and reverence, God does not prescribe .details of 
service for the church of Christ. 

Of the believer as an individual, and of the body 
of believers as a whole, the New Testament repeatedly 


uses the expression “temple of the Holy Ghost”; and - 


the Lord Jesus has promised, “where two or three are 


gathered together in my name, there am-I in the | 


midst of them” (Matt. 18:20). It is ‘the presence of 
true believers that makes the sacredness of the place 
in this age of grace, rather than the building, as in 
the case of the tabernacle and the temple in the age 
of law. When—“‘rightly dividing the word of truth” 
these fundamental distinctions become clear, and full 
of rich meaning. (Those who are not familiar with 
Dr. C. I. Scofield’s little book, “Rightly Dividing 
the Word of Truth,” will find it illuminating on cer- 
tain great basic truths and distinctionse in the Scrip- 
tures. The book may be kad from The Sunday School 
Times Company, in cloth, 50 cents; paper. binding 25 
cents; postage 5 cents.) 
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Can We Claim the Prayer Promises? 


I am perplexed regarding those sweeping statements of 
our Lord concerning prayer, found in John 14:13, 14 and 
16 : 23, 24, and other passages. 

Is it my privilege to stand in faith upon those words 
for the sanctification of the many young people in the 
church here who are, I believe, many of them born again 
yet dabbling in worldly things?—An Ontario Reader. 


The prayer promises referred to read as follows: 


And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I 
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
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If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it, 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall 
ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. 

Hitherto have ye asked nothfng’ in my name: ask, and 
ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. 


_ In each of these four prayer promises the condi+ 
tion, “in my name,” is given. It is a searching cohdiy . 
tion. It means far more than merely repeating the 
name of Jesus at the close of a prayer. It means that 
the condition of John 15:7 is being met: “If ye abide 
in me, and my words abide in you,, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” To ask- in 
the name of Christ means, first of all, to be in union 
with Christ by faith in him as Saviour, — that is ‘the 
great change wrought in us by the Holy Spirit when 
we first believe in Christ, and are joined to him -for 
time and eternity; and second, it means that we have 
yielded ourselves unconditionally to him as Lord, in 
full surrender; and third, it means that we are trust- 
ing fully and unquestioningly in the sufficiency . of 
his grace, not only for salvation but. for all that: is 
needed in our life. The Christian who is failing. at 
either of these last two points, full surrender and full 
faith, is not an abiding Christian. 

Every prayer promise in the Scriptures must be 

taleen with the other promises of the Word concern- 
ing prayer. For example, the apostle who was. in- 
spired by the Holy Spirit to record these precious 
promises of the Lord in the Gospel of John, ’ tells 
us also that “this is the confidence that we have 
in him, that, if we ask anything according to 
his will, he heareth us” (1 John 5:14). Prager 
must be in accordance with God’s will if it is to -be 
sure of answer; and it must be offered in the name of 
Christ, by one abiding in Christ, and in whom Christ’s 
words (the Scriptures) abide. Then God’s will: is 
our will, and is revealed to us by the Word and. the 
Holy Spirit, and our praying isa part of the v 
intercession ef the Holy Spirit and the Lord. -It 
cannot fail then. God has pledged his word, and his 
word can never be broken. 
_ Furthermore, there is great encouragement to this 
inquirer for answered prayer for the “sanctifieation” 
of young people who have been born again and yet 
are living worldly lives. Indeed, there is more than 
encouragement; there is definite assurance from God 
that such prayer will be answered. For we read, 
“This is the will of God, even your sanctification” 
(1 Thess. 4:3),— and that word is addressed to ‘all 
believers. We know that God would have every child 
of his wholly sanctified. “The very God of 


_ Sasictify you wholly” (1 Thess. 5:23) wrote Paul. 


Sanctification is separation,— from sin, from worldli- 
ness, from carnality, even from weights of every sort 
that could hinder us in “the race that is set before us” 
(Heb. 12:1). Therefore let us pray with holdness 
and thanksgiving for the fullness of the blessing of 
the Gospel of Christ for every child of God for whom 
we have a responsibility. 


a“ 


A Grateful Armenian 


Orie of the privileges of editing\and publishing 
The Sunday School Times is the receiving of letters 
that pour into the office of this paper from literally 
every part of the world. Here is a letter, for ex- 
ample, from an Armenian reader -in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, that makes the Times’ staff glad to be in 
this work: : 


Dear Brother: 

I express my very high appreciation of your maga- 
zine. I believe it is the best I ever read. It helps me 
in all matters of my life. 

When I am~depressed spiritually, I turn to the first 
page and find a consolation through it. 

When I am perplexed mentally, I turn to the second - 
and third page and I find the matter already settled. 
When I am in difficulties about more material for my 
Sunday-school class, I find the full exposition lesson at 
the end, and my difficulties vanish instantly, 

Oh, what a joy to have such a treasure! 

I thank you, sir, for your help in sending the maga- 
zine free the whole year, and be sure that’ “God is nat 
unrighteous to forget your work and the love which 
ye shewed toward his name.” . 
May God bless your labors and give you many more 
years of useful service is the prayer of your Armenian 
reader, , 


’ 


The Sunday School Times has been going to this 
reader through the kindness of those who make it 
possible to send the paper to Christian- people ‘who 
would be unable to subscribe for it themselves. Mis- 
sionaries and other -Christian.'workers at home and 
abroad are thus enabled to receive the paper regularly, 
many of whom could not have it otherwise. If ‘you 
would like to share any blessings that have come: to 
you through the Times with others like this Armenian 
reader in South America, The Sunday School Times 
Company welcomes contributions to its “Missionary 
Fund,” which is used for this purpose. Any amounts, 
large or small, may be given to the fund, and the Times 
is continually in receipt of applications for such sub- 
scriptions. One business man thus sends The Sunday 
School Times to 108 readers throughout the world. 
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From the Ruins of Carthage to Strategic Malta 


As The Sunday School Times tour to 


Palestine swings into Bible lands 





By Philip E. Howard 














found us under streaming skies and on a leaden 

sea, several miles away from the outer port, La- 
Goulette. For ships drawing more than twenty feet 
do not go up the long ship canal from La Goulette to 
Tunis, but anchor offshore in the open, and discharge 
their cargoes by lighters, or barges. ; 

It was a stormy day. We went ashore in orderl 
fashion on tenders like large tugboats, or Britis 
trawlers, manned by swarthy, yelling Tumisian sea- 
men, — seven yells to one act of any kind, — and found ~ 
our automobiles awaiting us at. the landing, a long line 
of them, sufficient for our party of nearly five hun- 


Ee morning off Tunis on Friday, February 4, 


\ 


’ dred. In a few moments we were speeding away west- 


ward along the shore to Carthage, set on the slopes 
and the summit of the hills about - Bp or ten miles 
ruins and the ~ 
modern settlement overlook the sea. 


As. we topped the hills, and stepped out of our 


‘ motors in the rainy wind, we could see as we faced 
» the east La Goulette on the shore; then to the right 


the broad Lake of the Flamingo through which runs 
the ship <anal; then Tunis itself across the plain to the 
east of the hills of Carthage. ; 

All around us on the upland were signs of the 
Roman constructive genius and the earlier Phoenician 
colonization, For Carthage was a colony of Tyre 
founded perhaps a hundred years earlier than Rothe 
itself by the enterprising traders of Phoenicia. 

They held the western half of the North African 


- coast, and Carthage itself lies directly south of Sicily 


across the Mediterranean. Italian pirates had set- 


’ tled in Messana in Sicily, and both the Silician Greeks 
‘and the Carthaginians wanted to get rid of them. 


But Rome had no intention of letting Carthage get a 
foothold in Sicily, so Rome itself came to the aid 
of Messana, and thus a twenty-two-year war began. ° 


. When Rome Took to Sea 


You-remember how Rome built ships after the de- 


. sign of a ship of Carthage, and attached a bridge to 
the mast, arranged so that it was let down to span the 


ap" between a Roman vessel and a Carthaginian in a . 
“ee § ‘Roman soldiers swarmed over the 
m-victory after victory. 
lay. is a ragged ruin. There is a fine 
i te midst of the ruins, and excavations 
have uncovered the remains of a Christian church, 
the theater, and the amphitheater, with memorials to 
Perpetua and other martyrs who died here among 
the lions. 

It was a dreary scene on the day of our visit. Rain 
slanted in gusty. showers across the ancient columns, 
and the entrance to the huge cisterns of Roman build, 
still supplying water for Carthage and distant Tunis. 
Cattle were wandering over the muddy hills, guarded 


" x * 


- by: an Arab herdsman, Below us were Bedouin tents 


on the plain, and leisurely camels stalked with stately 
tread across the rain-swept fields between the coastal 
hills and the low-lying city beyond the plain. 

It is hard to realize that this region was once the 
stronghold of the Christian faith, with some three hun- 
dred churches along these southern shores of the Med- 
iterranean. As one stands here on martyr soil, the 
mind ranges across the years, and the imagination pic- 
tures the terrible procession of Roman, and Vandal, 
Berber, Moor, pirate hordes, and captive slaves, and 
the destruction of the Tunisian pirate fleet by Blake 
in 1655. Death reigns here now; but up through the 
memorials of men’s pride of conquest rise the. silent 
testimonials to men’s devotion to the Lord Jesus. 

From Carthage we sped across the plain, along the 
margin of the Flamingo Lake, where flocks of the 
beautiful birds were on the water, and thus we came 
to Tunis and to the spacious pavilion in Belvidere 
Park where stewards. from the Doric had preceded us 
with a box luncheon, ready for us on long tables. 

The afternoon in Tunis was occupied with a visit 
to various points of interest, including the Souks, or 
bazaars, in which different trades had each their nar- 
tow streets, and where, it now seems to some of us, 
‘we were impressed with a more completely Oriental 
atmosphere than in any of the North African cities 
that we saw. A few of us took occasion to visit the 
boys’. work of the Methodist Mission under the care 
of Dr. and Mrs. Guyer Kelly, whose courtesy and 
kindness to us are not forgotten. 

Late in the afternoon we boarded a special train at 
the Tunis-Marine station to take us out to La Goulette. 
Reaching a point on the shore, we embarked on tenders 
for_the Doric. 

A stiff gale from the north was now blowing. Three 
tenders bore our party. Two of them discharged 
their passengers with no little difficulty, for out in 
the onen, squall after squall swept over the white- 
capped seas, as the tenders plunged through the rough . 


Not only in new scenes and in visiting the very 
spots made sacred by the Lord’s footsteps lies the 
charm of a tour to the Holy Land such as The 
Sunday School Times 1927 Cruise. The delight- 
ful associations on shipboard will never be fore 
gotten. Among the five hundred tourists on the 
S. S. Doric were fifty-four ministers ,of the 
Gospel, who formed The “ Doric” Ministers’ As- 








water, and, one after the other, took their turn in 
transferring their passengers to a barge alongside the 
steamer, and thence to the sloping ladder or stairs 
leading to a lower deck of the Doric, 

When the third tender arrived, the barge was lift- 
ing high on the seas that swept past the Doric, and 
falling away into the hollows. Some from the third 
tender had stepped upon the barge, crossed it, and had 
reached the Doric, But as one group of perhaps fif- 
teen were crossing the plunging barge, to be caught and 
lifted to the ladder by the British sailors, lines holding 
the barge to the ship suddenly parted, and this unwieldy 
floating platform began to swing away from the Doric, 


. pounded by the seas forward, on one side by the iron 


tender, and on the other by the cliff-like sides of the 
great steamer. And to make matters worse, one of the 
heavy lines became entangied im the anchor of the 
tender hanging over the bow. 

Amid the wild shoutings of the Tunis crew of the 
tender and the crash of iron against wood, the British 
sailors with the officers superintending the embarkation 
kept their heads, and ran new lines, while the little 
knot of men and women on the barge, and those still 
on the equally mg tender, quietly awaited the out- 
come, Meanwhile, Captain Bolton had ordered the 
Doric swung across the wind, thus. making a break- 
water for the seas, and protecting the barge and the 
tender, either of which might easily have crashed down 
upon the other with disastrous results. 

Many were watching anxiously from the decks of 
the Doric, and many were praying. There was pro- 
found reason to thank God that no one was injured 
during the embarkation. . 2 

The next morning we awoke to brilliant skies, and 
sparkling sea,—and Malta. 

First, Gozo, a small island west of Malta, then 
Malta itself with its rocky coast and gleaming vil- 
lages and green fields and, best of all, with its St. 
Paul’s Bay, which we could see plainly as we passed. 


The Noble Beauty of Valetta 


Valetta is the principal port, excelling in bold mag- 
nificent picturesqueness any port that I have ever seen. 
On. this brilliant morning the whole scene was entranc- 
ing. The pilot boat was brightly: painted, with high 
prow. and stern post, somewhat after the fashion of 
a Venetian gondola in that one respect. A British 
destroyer long and lean and shining in the sunlight 
circled across our wake. 

We rounded the end of the mole or breakwater, and 
moved slowly into the crowded Grand Harbor, flanked 
by towering Fort Ricasoli and Fort St. Elmo, with 
the heights of Valetta rising on our right covered with 
noble buildings. Beyond us in the harbor were numer- 
ous British men-of-war, and craft of many nations. It 
was in this harbor during the Great War that the 
ships of the Allies anchored, and Malta was a center of 
immense importance in the distributing of troops, the 
concentration of stores, and the care of the sick and 
wounded, 

As in Carthage, so here in Malta we were in ancient 
Phoenician territory, the island having been occupied 
by the Phoenicians about 1450 B. C. In the course 
of the centuries Malta passed into the possession of 


_ Carthage, Rome, the Arabs, Roger the Norman, and 


the Knights of St. John to whom Charles V gave the 
island, after they had been driven out of Rhodes by 
the Sultan Soliman in 1522. 

The siege of Malta by the Turks in 1565 was suc- 
cessfully repulsed, Valetta was founded, and for two 
and a half centuries the Knights of St. John held 
the island. In 1798 Napoleon took this coveted prize 
of the Mediterranean, and so mistreated the inhabi- 
tants that when Nelson was returning from the Battle 
of the Nile, the Maltese asked his intervention, which 
led to the surrender of the island to the British, and 
the Treaty of Paris specified that “the island of Malta 
and its dependencies shall belong in full rights and 
sovereignty to His Britannic Majesty.” 

One could write at great length about the stately 
and beautiful buildings in Valetta... Disraeli said of 
the city, “Valetta equals in its noble architecture, if 





it even does not excel, any capital in Europe.” We 
could visit but a few of these buildings, notably the 
Palace of the Grand Masters, completed in 1574, in 
which there is the Armory 250 feet long by 38 feet 
wide, once containing equipment for 25,000 men. To- 
day there are 5,721 genuine pieces in the collection 
in the great room. 

For many of us the chief point of interest of the 
island of Malta was St. Paul’s Bay. In the afternoon 
we drove the ten or twelve miles to that historic spot, 
in winding ways across hill and vale through coun- 
try which in its natural aspects and its domestic archi- 
tecture is more like Palestine than any other region 
we have seen, In coloring and contour and character 
of house construction it was a preview of Palestine. 

When we reached the Bay we gathered on its inner 
shore in quiet little groups, looking northward across 
perhaps two miles of blue, blue water to the two lit- 
tle islands that at the western side of the entrance to 
the Bay partly shut it away from the sea. The island 
at the left lies a little way from the mainland; and 
the second island a bit to the right of the first with 
blue water showing between the second and the first. 
Then to the right, or to the east, is wider water until 
you reach the right or eastern shore of ‘the Bay. 


St. Paul’s Bay, Where Two Seas Met 


In Bible lands many locations are highly conjectural. 
That we knew in advance, and have amply verified on 
our pilgrimage. But on this beautiful, brilliant day 
at St. Paul’s Bay we realized that we were undoubtedly 
looking at the “place where two seas met,” when the 
storm-driven apostle and the ship’s company, some 
swimming, some on boards, and some on broken pieces 
of the ship, came ashore, after those awful days and 
nights when they were driven up and down in Adria. 
As to the safe landing, and the correctness of this 
location, Sir William M. Ramsay writes: “Only the 
rarest conjunction of favorable circumstances could 
have brought about such a ‘fortunate ending to their 
apparently hopeless situation; and one of the com- 
— services that has ever been rendered to New 

estament scholarship is James Smith’s proof that 
all these circumstances are united in St. Paul’s Bay.” 
Sir William is here referring to the book “The Voy- 
age and Shipwreck of St. Paul,” by James Smith of 
Jordanhill, Scotland, elder in the Church of Scotland, 
enthusiastic yachtsman, linguist, and geographer, who 
lived in Malta during the winter of 1844-45, and tested 
the account of Paul’s voyages from the nautical point 
of view as perhaps no one else has done. 

Since our visit to St. Paul’s Bay we have crossed 
Paul’s sailing courses more than once. On that beau- 
tiful afternoon on Malta it was hard to dismiss from 
one’s mind the motors and the crowd and the little 
village beside the road near the Bay. But alone, down 
on the rocks, I thouglit I could see the driven craft 
coming almost ashore and hear the cries of the crew, 
and one voice, quiet, clear, and reassuring in the ap- 
proaching dawn after all the days of fasting and wild 
weather. It was hard to turn away from the vision 
that afternoon. : 

. Tonight, as I write these words among the islands 
of the Aegean Sea, I turn to Paul’s second letter to 
the Corinthians, in the second chapter, the fourteenth 
verse, and in the quiet of my cabin I can almost hear 
him say: “Now thanks be unto God, which always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest 
the savour of his knowledge by us in every place,” — 
yes, on the barge in the gale off Tunis, or on the 
storm-driven grain-ship awaiting the revealing dawn 
by Malta’s shore. 


On THE AEGEAN SEA. 


From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon . 
Love never faileth (1 Cott 13:8). 


“AJEVER falleth off,” ekpiptei, as a flower petal. 

The rich man is (according to Jas. 1:11) as the 
flower of grass. The flower of his wealth falleth, 
exepese, and he fades away in his ways. The stars of 
heaven (an old prophetic figure for the rulers of man- 
kind). fall off, ekpiptontes, and the heavenly d 3 
are rocked as the seas’ waves—salos is the agitation 
of the ocean (Mark 13:25). They come tumbling 
down as when a fig tree casteth her left over winter 
figs (olunthous) when she is shaken of a mighty 
wind (Rev. 6:13). But love never falleth off. Its 
flower blooms perennially. It is fadeless, amaranthine 
(1 Pet. 1:4) as the incorruptible inheritance of which 
it is the essence, 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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Why we dare not be indifferent to the call 
of the untouched mission fields 





Our Great Remaining Task 


By R. A. Jaffray 








is not half accomplished. Every mission field 

should seek and find an unoccupied region vaage 
the cry of whose persisting mitlions can be heard al 
the time. ‘There should always be an objective, an 
unreached field before us. The missionary ought never 
to settle down with the feeling that he has almost fin- 
ished the work he was sent out to accomplish. It is 
healthy, yea, a necessity to spiritual heaith, for the 
native church to have a missionary vision, not only 
for their immediate neighborhood, but for the perish- 
ing millions of some other tribe or people without 
Christ. The pioneer work is not all done. , The hard- 
ship, trial, and suffering of the mission field is not 
a thing of the past. Away in the interior, far off 
the beaten trail, over the mountains, in parts most in- 
accessible, there still are millions of souls for whom 
the Lord Jesus died, who have never yet had their 
first chance to hear the Gospel message. Lives must 
be consecrated to the Lord Jesus for service, for sac- 
rifice, for toil, for bleeding, for hardship, for suffer- 
ing, and for death, ere these “other sheep” are reached. 
There are new cities, new islands, new tribes, new 
languages and groups to be reached, They will never 
be reached while we are content to stay at home, They 
will never be reached while we are content to stay on 
the coast, on our established stations at the gateways 
of the unreached region. Some one must be deeply 
stirred for the lost, stirred enough to get up and go 
forth in his Name and attempt what may seem the 
impossible, ready to endure hardness as a, good sol- 
dier of the Lord Jesus Christ. ) 

This kind of work is no child’s play. It is no mis- 
sionary picnic. It is no sight-seeing expedition, — 
no vacation trip. The apostle Paul, in all his travels, 
does not in any of his letters say a word about the 
scenery or architecture of the countries or great cities 
he visited. That was not what interested him. He 
had no eyes for such things. On his way to Damas- 
: cus, he was blinded forever to the world. He was 
after souls. He was am ambassador from the Court 
of Heaven and bore a message of salvation to lost 
men. Far from gaping about him at big buildings or 
getting interested m curious customs of a strange peo- 
ple, he felt that it was woe to his soul if he did not 


[' MANY mission fields the task of evangelization 


speedily preach to. thenr the Gospel of salvation: from : 
sin, 


Some of the untouched places may be very undesit- 
able in many ways, they may be very unhealthy and en- 
tirely without modern conveniences. But are we to 
go only to the convenient places? What then of the 
souls that tie in the difficult, unhealthy places? \Are 
we to let them go out into darkness without the knowl- 
edge of the Light of the World? One thing is sure, 
the modernist missionary, the man who denies all that 
is vital in the Gospel message, who goes forth to bring 
education, civilization, social uplift to the people, is 
not likely to feel constrained to go to these remote, in- 
accessible, and unhealthy places, The work of the evan- 
gelization of those ltands still unreached by the Gos- 
pel is the work of the evangelical missionary, the man 
who believes in the Bible, the blood, and the blessed 
hope, the man who is mightily constrained by the love 
of Christ, and urged on by the pressure of the Holy 
Spirit, There must be a mighty thrust of the Lord 
of the Harvest, a mighty inward fire of the Holy 
Spirit, a mighty impelling power of the compassion 
of the Lord Jesus for dying souls to start men out 
in this line of work, and enable them to continue in 
it to the end. The young man who aspires to be a 
missionary must have real tenacity of purpose, if he 
would really carry the message to the-millions that lie 
in the far interior of the heathen land. No combine- 
tion of natural circumstances will ever cause him to 
drift there. The current runs in the opposite direc- 
tion. With all that in him is, he must purpose, — 
making it his supreme ambition,—and “strive” to 
preach the Gospel where Christ has not been named 
(Rom. 15:20). He must stem the tide, and the swift 
current of the opposition of the world, the flesh, and 
the Devil. : 

Yea, verily, he who would go forth as a pioneer 
missionary and assay to enter new territory is attempt- 
ing a tremendous undertaking. He ventures over into 
the enemy’s territory. This is not neutral. territory, 
it is not “no man’s land,” but the very possession of 
Satan. For generations he has held undisputed sway 
over the hearts of these people. All has been dark- 
ness, and now for the first time Satan’s right to reign 
and rule there is being challenged. What think you? 
Will he meekly give way when the missionary enters, 
offering no resistance? 

There are veritable princes of darkness, who under 
Satan hold dominion over these lands. The missionary 
who goes “over the top,” and enters these untouched 
f.elds will verily meet with these princes of darkness, 
who are appointed by Satan in charge of these peoples. 
‘There was a Prince of Persia and a Prince of Grecia 


in Daniel’s day, against whom God’s chief princes 
fought (Dan. 10). There is today a Prince of Tibet, 
of Afghanistan, of Cambodia, of Arabia, of Moham- 
medanism, of Bolshevism. These are prepared to de- 
fend their lands and the peoples under their® thraldony 
against the message of the pel, 

But, thank God, we go forth at the command of 
One who is infinitely greater than all the princes of 
darkness. “Greater is he that is in you, than he that 
is in the world” (1 John 4:4). That Prince of 

rinces has said: “All power is given unto me in 

eaven and in earth, Go ye” (Matt, 28:18, 19). 
He has also said: “Lo, I am with you all the days 
even to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20). There- 
fore, when he sends his missionaries forth he goes be- 
fore them, he goes with them, he works with them, 
and no foe can set upon them to hurt them. As Joshua 
of old called upon his young men to come and put 
their feet upon the necks of the great powerful war- 
rior kings of Canaan, and not to fear them, so our 
Lord Jesus today calls us to dare to go against the foe 
entrenched in heathen lands and conquer in His name. 
We dare not be afraid. May God send forth his 
jJoshuas and Calebs into these unreached fields today. 

Another phase of this subject is a consideration of 
the awful. fact that these millions are perishing with- 
out the message of the Gospel. To fail to recognize 
this fully, deliberately to ignore or deny this solemn 
truth, is to cut the very nerve of the missionary mes- 
sage. ‘Since the days of the apostle Paul, all true mis- 
sionaries have gone forth with a deep, God-inspired 
conviction that they were going with a message of 
salvation that alone could save the souls of men from 
the awful eternal consequences of sin. The heathen 
perish eternally without the Gospel, and this is why 
the Master commands us to go to them with the only 
means of salvation. Paul felt the tremendous respon- 
sibility and burden of this, and said, “I have great 
heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart,” or as the 
Revised Version puts it: “I have great sorrow.and un- 
ceasing pain in my heart” (Rom. 9:2). This and this 
alone can account for his life of constant self-sacrifice 
and continual suffering and hardship to take to Jew and 
Gentile the wonderful message of the Gospel. If it 


were not to save perishing men, why should Paul have » 


endured all that he did? In 2 Corinthians 11, he tells 
us of labors, stripes, imprisonments, five times received 
he forty stripes save one, three times he was beaten with 
rods, once stoned, three times shipwrecked, a night and a 
day in the deep, in journeyings oft, in peril of robbers, in 
peril of the heathen, in weariness, in painfulness, in hun- 
ger and thirst, im cold and nakedness. Nothing could 
stop him. He did not count his life.dear unto himself. 
He was impelled forward in the face of inseparable 
difficulties by the inward urge of the Holy Spirit. His 
missionary work was carried on according to that in- 
ward power that wrought mightily in his soul. Oh, how 
our little sacrifices and sufferings for the Lord Jesus 
pale into insignificance in comparison with this record 
of Paul’s. What have we suffered for his name’s sake? 
How much. of this great heaviness and continual sor- 
row and pain of heart for the lost do we know? 
We go about our work “as though it were no concern 
of ours that souls are perishing. The great Niagara 
of the lost rushes on,-a soul a second, and we do not 
seem to care very much, 

After all, are we accountable? A man has fallen 
into the river. I stand on the bank of the river with 


folded arms and watch him struggle and sink and per-" 


ish. I do nothing to save him. I am indifferent. I 
did not shove him into the river. I had no ‘part in 
his calamity. I do not delight in his death. I just 
watch him there with indifference as he struggles and 
sinks and dies. Am I guilty? Before God, am: I 
guilty? Are you guilty? The ‘heathen are dying, 
never having heard the way of life, and we sit com- 
placently at home and do not make the-least effort to 
save them. There are statving souls, we have the 
bread of life. They die of thirst, we have the water 
of life. They sit in eternal. darkness and gloom, we 
have the light, but refuse to’ send it to them,—er at 
least we neglect to send it to them. 

Are we guilty? Can we say we are “pure from the 
blood of all men,” unless we are doing “as much as in 
us is” to give them the Gospel? We. try to pay off 
our soul’s accountability with a paltry missionary: of- 
fering. Haye we thus paid our enormous debt? Are 
we not -bu¢ trying to mock the all-wise and all-knowing 
God by+so doing? Can we fool God in this way? 

It will take an entire life of utmost earnest service to 
pay our Gospel debt to the whole world. Paul-said: “I 
am debtor both to che Greeks and-the Barbarians; 
. . . SO, as much as in me is I am ready to preach the 
gospel” (Rom. 1:14, 15).. He went further and said 
that he’ was willing even -to be separated from Christ, 
willing that his sort be lost, if he might thereby save 
his brethren, his kindred according to the flesh. It 
was impossible for Paul to be separated from his Sav- 
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iour, or to offer his soul for the sins of another, but 
in his great intensity of love and zeal for lost men, he 
was willing for even this. It was the very love 
of Christ, who did suffer separation from his Father 
for our sins, that constrained Paul. Oh, how it puts 
us all to shame! 

We are trying to save the perishing away out there. 
We are throwing the life line to sinking souls, who 
perish in the darkness. But our life is too short. We 
cannot reach them. We must have more rope! We 
need the help of every Christian. To complete our un- 
finished task, pioneer missionaries must go to every 
part of the world where as yet no witness has been 
given, For example, there are parts of Arabia and 
India where no missionary has ever gone. The vast 
areas of Central Asia, Russia, and Chinese Turkistan 
challenge the Gospel missionary. French, British, and 
Italian Somaliland in Africa, as well as many language 
groups of interior Africa, are still unreached. The 
Indians of Mexico, Central America, and South Amer- 
ica, constitute a vast untouched field, a challenge tor 
the Gospel. French Guiana, the vast areas of the 
Amazonas and Para in South America, as far as we 
are able to learn, are still almost entirely without the 
Gospel witness. There are a number of islands, or 
groups of islands where no missionary work has yet 
been .attempted, not to speak of the interior native 
tribes of many islands where the Gospel has been 
given on the coasts, Afghanistan and Tibet still defy 
the missionary. 

Young men, the missionary call of today is to the 
wooded mountains of Ephraim, as in the case of the 
sons of Joseph — 17: 14-18), and not to already 
opened and developed work. It is a callsto pioneer 
work, 

As for those parts of the world where the messenger 
of Christ is positively forbidden to enter, there is but 
one thing to do. Keep guard closely at the door and 
wait till the door opens, then step in promptly. As 
the men of Israel silently marched around Jericho, 
under the strict orders of their leader, “Ye shall not 
shout, nor make any noise with your voice, neither 
shall any word omnes out of. your mouth, until the 
day I bid you shout; then shall ye shout” (Josh. 6: 
10), sO must the missionaries of the cross wait 
silently till God’s time comes to go up and possess the 
forbidden lands. Prayer and watchfulness are needed. 
Let us be ready to obey the word of his command 
when he says to.go forward. Let us be ready to -put 
our foot in, even if the door is open but a little. It 
cannot be long ere every door will open as it were of 
its own accord, for the coming of the Lord is near. 
It must be the breaking of the day! 

But, meanwhile, there are those places where no 
missionary work has as yet beem attempted. We can- 
not say that the doors are closed. We know -not 
whether they are closed or open, for the simple rea- 
son that we have never been. there, or tried to enter. 
Who knows but that, when we obey his command, and 
go to the doors of these unreached lands, we. shall find 
they are not closed? Or, it may be that, as with Peter, 
when we reach-the great closed iron door it will open 
of its own accord (Acts 12:10). 

This is a day when God.is calling out -young men 
to volunteer for this kind of missionary service. It is 
not ordinary service, it is extraordinary missionary 
service, advance pioneer work in new fields. 

Aye, and it may be also the day for older mission- 
aries who have served long in the field to say, like old 
Caleb, “I am as strong this day as I was in the day 
that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even 
so is my strength now, for war, both to go out and 
to come in” (Josh. 14:11). It may be that:such men 
can lead the way into some of these new fields with 
the wisdom that experience has given, make conquest 
for the Lord Jesus, and thus hasten his return. 

Wucnow, S. Cuina. 


4 
Anything But Christ 


This striking study of Satan's subtlety is from the pen of 
‘W.Leon Tucker, and is reprinted from his periodical, 
The Wonderful Word. 


TH Satan it is only one and any thing but 
Christ. He will offer any substitute for Christ 
and at this camouflage he has succeeded well. 

Satan will occupy the sinner with his sins. He will 
keep him mourning, agonizing, agitating, and re- 
penting because of them, He will use even the meth- 
ods of some Christian workers who keep the sinner 
occupied with his sins rather than believing in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and receiving salvation from sin, 


Satan will occupy the penitent with his repentance, 

oon the penitent will be proud of his repentance and 
will trust in the merit of penitence. We have been 
chagrined to hear Christians say when dealing with 
souls in the inquiry room, “Let him alone, he has not 
repented enough yet.” The Bible teaches the lost soul 
not only to repent but to believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This only will save. 

Satan witl occupy the believer with his faith. Pride 
of faith will soon take possession and the believer will 
enjoy hearing the report of his faith. He will come to 
compare his great faith with the faith of others and 
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Lesson for April 1¢ 
Matthew 14 : 22-33 


be content with faith rather than his Lord: ~Oh, “how 
subtle is the Devil! 

Satan will occupy the servant with his service. He 
will see that the servant is more devoted to serving 
than with his Lord whom he serves. He will take 
away Mary’s good part and make a Martha. He will 
keep so busy the hand that the heart will get nothing. 
A place at the feet of Jesus will be sacrificed for serv- 
ice and the lesser will take the place of the greater. 
“I do” will take away the “I know.” 


Satan will occupy the saint with his holiness. He 
will so fill the believer with thoughts of his own holi- 


ness and experience that there will be an eclipse of © 


the Lord of Glory. “I,” “me,” and “my” holiness will 
take the place of the value of the work of Christ in 
behalf of the saint. The Holy One is our holiness. 
The life of Christ is our life. His holiness is the only 
holiness we have before God and is the only- holiness 
acceptable to God. The saint is a holy person and the 
walk of the Christian should be a walk of holiness, but 
there should not be or with ‘any other than 
the glorious and exalted. Lord himself. The Lord is 
our holiness! . 

Yes, Satan is willing for anything so long as it is 
not Christ! Beware of his devices. 











Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








oth communications, 
te Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
addresses or identity will be published in 

The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
rsonal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
uth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Another puzzled one seeks your 
help. If a girl has been entertained a few times -by a young 
man, and he shows unmistakable signs of interest and 


. friendship, is it sufficient that she simply express her pleas- 


ure and appreciation each time? Should she make known 
to him by an invitation to her home, possibly, her wish te 
continue this 2? Would some such indication be 
expected by a clean, fine Christian man? He is one who 
would not wish to come, if not desired. My life is in my 
Father’s hands. The overwhelming desire for a friend of 


“ . the tight kind I-have taken to my Father, and this one 


have been sent in answer to this prayer. You 
fice before with a far more serious problem, 
it sincerely—PUZZLED AGAIN. 


GIRL: Always ask your friends to 
; SarGwvn home, and never fear that the invita- 
tion carries with it anything that could commit you 
to more than courtesy. A girl is never safer than in 
her home, and she should be more comfortable there 
than in any other place in the world. I take from 
other parts of your letter that you have a Christian 
home, and that is the place to invite him. You should 
shine there as in no other place in the world if you 
are the Christian I think you are. 

Girls too often cause young men to remain away 
from a friendship with them because they become 
so serious minded, and do not give the man a chance 
to know them before they let their hearts be known, 
and show an interest that is not warranted by the 
amount of attention the young man has shown. I am 
so glad that you believe God will direct you in this 
important step, and he surely will, if you will let him. 
Do not run ahead of him, nor take the matter out 
of his hands, for if the opposing force can get yow to 
trip at this important step in your life, he certainly 
will do so. Don’t be afraid to be natural, and do the 
thing that seems to yow polite and hospitable. No 
man can take exception to such .treatment nor think 
too seriously of it. 

Then the prayer life will take,care of all that comes 
and goes in your daily intercourse with, everything. 
Prayer will bring down the forces of Heaven to keep 
away all power that would harm or lead you astray. 
“He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep 
thee in all thy ways.” Psalm o1 is the Safety Psalm. 
Read and absorb it, feed upon it, and know that God 
will protect you and give you wisdom to guide your 
every step. “He shall cover thee with his feathers, 
and under his wings shalt thou trust.” Isn’t it blessed 


to so trust in God, and to have the refuge of abiding 
in him? 





Dear Mother Ruth: I have taken great interest in the 
column in The Sunday School Times conducted by you, 
and have been helped by some of the answers. I have 
some questions to ask concerning an experience of mine. I 
am nineteen and have kept company with only one young 
man. I am a Christian and do not believe in flirting, and 
when a Christian young man, son of Christian parents, be- 
gan to seek my company, I did not discourage him. My 
people thought him such a fine young man, too. He told 
me that I was the only girl he had ever cared for, that I 
could trust him, and that I should submit to his caresses 
because of this. I was never very free with him, nor 
willingly submitted to caresses and kisses because I had 
been taught that a girl should not submit to them until 
she is engaged. After telling me of his affection and aftee 
showing every evidence of affection, he very suddenly be- 
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@an to accuse me of-not. caring for him. .One evening after 
we had been for a short ride, he left and has never 
comeback. I have sought an interview with him since, 
but in vain, He gave me a necklace for a Christmas pres- 
ent; Since’ he has treated me as he has I take no pleasure 
in wearing it, and wish to return it. Do you think it 
right for me to keep it? Ought I to send it back to him? 
I much prefer giving it to him direct. Do you think it was 
nice of him to refuse to see me, especially after having 


“told me he cared so much for me? Since this experience, 
~when I hear him testify in prayer-meeting, I have no faith 


in his Christianity. Indeed, I keep thinking, “How can he 
talk in prayer-meeting as he. is doing, after deceiving me 
in the way he has?” Am I wrong in feeling this way 
about it? This experience has hurt me‘a great deal. It has 
shaken my faith ‘in “young men to a great extent. Yet I do 
want to be a true Christian, though I fear I am somewhat 
backslidden now.—TROUBLED ONE. 


J yEAR “TROUBLED ONE”: It takes experiences 

like -you have had to show you that you can de- 
pend on-your Saviour, and him-alone. “The arm of 
flesh will fail you,” but your Saviour never! I can- 
not sit in judgment on this young man, for I do not 
know whether. he was true or deceiving you, but I do 
know: you should not allow it to change your thoughts 
about your Christianity, which stands for your Christ. 
God-never changes, and if you will allow this to break 
the communion between you and Christ, then you are 
helping -your enemy, Satan, to have a big victory in 
“your life. 

You know, my dear, that Christ is our helper in 
just such matters of the heart as you have. What 
good is your Christianity if it does not carry you over 
a disappointment like this? Come now, would 
never atlow this to. have come to you were it not that 
you should learn a lesson. These are the stepping- 
stones that make us to be valiant soldiers. Do not 
spurn it, nor turn from it, neither allow it to get on 
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top of you, but let the Rock of Ages be your hiding 
place until the pain has passed over. You will find 
that the comfort that will come from abiding under his 
wing is worth all the pain that has been yours. If 
this has been denied you, it is only to give you some- 
thing better in life, when God sees it is right. But 
you must draw close to him, and not allow a “root 
of bitterness” to trouble you. Read Hebrews 12, and 
especially that fifteenth verse. 

Through prayer get to the place where you can trust 
God with this whole affair. Taking your hands ‘off 
of everything in connection with it, you will not think 
as you do when you go to prayer-meeting and a testi- 
mony is given by this young man. -Commune with 
God at that time, and pray for him, that God will bless 
him with just the blessing that God sees he needs. 
Leave him absolutely in God’s hands. 

The necklace? uck it away somewhere out of 
sight; forget it for a while, and do not do anything 
with it, until God tells you to. You can have a blessed 
relation with God through this experience, and you 
can know God in your life as you have never known 
him before. Forget and forgive any grievance you 
may have from it, and you will see yourself grow un- 
der the fellowship that it will create with your Lord. 
Oh, how sweet it will be : : , 

I want to commend you for your attitude with this 
young man, and the way you treated him, in the 
friendship. You were true to your training, and it 
was the right kind, so be glad that you were steady 
and true under the experience. Too much freedom is 
allowed with the young people in the present time, and 
now you need have no regrets in regard to the experi- 
ence. Draw right up close to the heart of God, for 
he knows all about this whole matter, and you can 
well trust it all in-his hands, and let it be to. you a 
blessing in disguise. 








Using a Test to 
When social activities came short of the goal 








“PHE girls had been shifted from pillar to post and 
taught by whoever was generous enough to endure 
them for the time being. Always it fell to the new 
pastor’s wife to make a beginning with them, a sort 
of endurance test. The one preceding me had be- 
queathed them to an intimate friend who immediately 
began to make excuses, — only hers were well-founded 
reasons. She was really detained from Sunday-school 
attendance. So, according to custom, I served an ap- 
prenticeship, 

At first, as is usual -with the new broom, the nov- 
elty had the effect of quiescence, and I swept tolerably 


clean. When the new began to wear off, there were . 


nudges and general distraction; somebody had to 
whisper her approval of last night’s picture, another 
wore new shoes which could only be obtained at a 
certain store, and so on. And those Pauline lessons 
were so appealing, I was almost distracted seeking 
means to secure the girls’ attention. 

It seemed there was already too much organization, 
but what did I do but organize that class of a dozen 
girls into a Circle, the teacher being the one officer, 
the girls holding the right to decide questions, as far 
as possible! We met every Friday afternoon at the 
‘parsonage to’ practice songs for Sunday-school and 
church services, and conduct any business that might 
be pending. After the session the girls were at liberty 
to play tennis on a court in the rear of the parsonage; 
the court had been equipped at the: expense of the 
class, There was a social once a month to which 


each girl might invite another,—either girl or boy.- 


(This phase was changed later, and at present I give 
the invitations.) 

There were parties, sunrise breakfasts, sunset sup- 
pers, hikes, —all under the chaperonage of the teacher 
and whoever else the girls might select. Monthly 
dues were used for expenses, and committees ap- 
pointed for games, decoration,— when needed, — and 
refreshments. All of this was simple and inexpensive, 
the class willing and subscribing it so. 

Under this arrangement, the class prospered, and it 
was a record one in the Sunday-school for numbers, 
but I continued distracted. While the attention was 
improved, the lessons which had passed over into Is- 
rael{s history were not claiming the attention they de- 
served. (Time was still divided between Pharaoh and 
Fashion, with Pharaoh a, little in the lead.) 

I bought a number of the penny volumes of Genesis, 
began to make assignments, Bible reading be- 
came a, prominent.part of the lesson. Then-the Gospel 
of John for a full three months, and small copies of 
the Gospel were purchased. There was much improve- 
ment, but I was not yet satisfied. 

At the beginning of the last Quarter, I started a 
contest. Two girls had moved away, and the class 
assured me that others for their places were not to 
be obtained, the town being pretty well worked as far 








Capture Interest 
By Julia Moore Evans 


as Sunday-school membership is concerned. So our 
ten were divided into teams, and captains chosen by the 
girls. Points were given for attendance, attention,: and 
punctuality, the side winning the larger number of 
credits to be entertained by the losers one evening dur- 


ing Christmas week. As a lesson test, on the last 
Sunday of the year, the two sides were to stand up — 
spelling-match fashion —and answer twenty questions 
covering the three months’ study. These questions 
were selected from the Times’ lists, one of which 
appears in the paper each week. Almost every Sun- 
day these questions are asked in our class, and provoke 
no little interest and discussion. 

From the first, I saw an improvement, even in the 
seemingly minor item of answering roll call with a 
verse from Scripture. Girls who had done it casually, 
or not at all, began to bring in verses. Discussion 
was regularly begun by some member, often by: one 
who had previously taken little part, and the great 
story from Moses to Samuel has been a delight from 
Sunday to Sunday. But the best part is that the truths 
contained in the story have fastened themselves in 
the minds of the girls, and we believe will fructify. in 
their hearts in the years to come. It. is endeavored to 
make the wisdom of God, or the power of God, or the 
love of God the central theme of every lesson. The 
terrible, inspiring, and touching events of our com- 
munity are used to illuminate truth, and I believe the 
truth goes home, 

In the test on the final Sunday of 1926, there were 
two girls from each side who did remarkably well, 
and the averages were so nearly equal that I decided 
to give four prizes instead of two, as originally plan- 
ned. In view of the next half year’s lessons, I gave 
New Testaments with attractive bindings and good, 
plain type. The girls were delighted, and I am pray- 
ing that the contest and prizes may result in their 
closer attention to the study of God’s Word. 

The venture has passed from the hoe stage, 
for I have come to realize that by patient study, much 
prayer, an almost infinite supply of patience, and 
abounding love, seven those that to us seem hopeless 
come to have a part in the Lamb’s Book of Life. . 


La GranceE, TEX. 
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What The Sunday School Times is seeking to do 
through the every week issue of the paper it ts like- 
wise seeking to do in the publishing of books. Back 
of the Book Department of The Sunday School Tumes 
ts the steady purpose to find and to publish books that 
are really needed in the Christian life and in Christian 
service. Descriptive lists of book publications will 
be sent free to those who will address The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Wainut Street, Phila- 
delphia, 


ee aoe en 


, 


So tila praca ak asa 


yr Ok 












“202 * 











The Jews’ Growing Power of Organization 


By Thomas M. Chalmers, fesrge: 254 Missionary, Dizectorof the 


An instinct, long dormant, awakes to new life 
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The ‘‘ Dry Bones’? Coming Together 


VER since the great dispersion of the Jews after 
the fall of Jerusalem in A. D. 70, they have been 
without a national organization of any kind. 

This central disorganization of the people has wrought 
to emphasize the peculiarly strong individuality, mak- 
ing united action more difficult. Then the influence of 
restriction under the laws of the nations where they 
have dwelt, with the dispersive power of persecution 
driving them farther afield and apart, has also led to 
the almost utter disuse of their native organizing abil- 
ity. From this atrophy of the organizing instinct 
has come about the complete dissociation of Jews 
from one another on political and national lines, 

But the time has come for united action, This 
joining of Jew to Jew was long ago predicted in the 

ord, as in the great vision of the valley of dry bones, 
where the prophet saw the bones coming together, 
“bone to his bone” (Ezek. 37:7). The first organiza- 
tion looking to large action by Jews in modern times 
was the Allians Israelite Universelle (Israelite Uni- 
versal Alliance), formed in Paris, in 1860, to found 
schools for the uncared-for children of Jews in Orien- 
tal lands and for ‘similar purposes. From this on- 
ward to the founding of the First Zionist Congress 
in Basle, Switzerland, in 1897, the Jews showed a ten- 
dency to organize in a real way for the return to 
Palestine. Now such organizations are numerous and 
are preparing Jews for handling large issues in a truly 
national and democratic way. 


2 
The Sixth American Jewish Congress 


HE Jews of this country passed through much tur- 

moil and dissension before the first American Jew- 
ish Congress could be organized. Many questions had 
to be considered and many opposing currents had to 
be stilled before a union of forces in a semi-national 
‘assembly could be effected: But, at last, organization 
came about in 1917. Since then, in the words of Ber- 
nard G. Richards in The New Palestine, “the .move- 
ment for a central, representative and democratic 
body of American Jewry has undergone a number of 
transformations, but its underlying motives and ob- 
jects have remained thé same, determining the essential 
icharacter of the organization, which has sought to 
voice and respond.to Jewish needs in accordance with 
the views. and wishes of the large organized masses of 
our people. . 

“The Congress has served, not only as a medium of 

action, but also as an organ of expression, and through 
:it, the more vital ideas permeating Jewish life have 
‘been crystallized and given wider circulation, so that 
the problems affecting our people here and abroad are 
\now better understood, even in the scattered smaller 
‘communities throughout the country.” 
: The latest session of this Congress met in Wash- 
{ington, D. C., on February 20, This was the sixth 
‘session in nine years. Dr. Stephen S. Wise was re- 
chosen president. Many problems were dealt with 
in the debates, and so urgent was felt to be the neces- 
sity of settlement of these, that it was resolved that 
the next Congress should meet not Jater than next 
January. Important addresses were made by the Rev. 
Arthur J. Brown, Chairman of the American Com- 
mittee on the Rights of Religious Minorities; by Dr. 
: Wise; Dr. Chaim Weizmann, President of the World 
Zionist Organization, London, and others. Deputy 
Isaac Gruenbaum, member of the Polish Seim, gave a 
long address on the Jewish situation in East European 
countries, summing up with the declaration that “the 
Jewish emigration question has assumed a compelling 
character and the solution of this problem is provided 
in the Zionist movement and in Palestine.” 


w 
The Near East Magazine Converted to Zionism 


HE Near East and India, a magazine close to 

government circles .in London, issued a twenty- 
four page Palestine Supplement with its issue of Jan- 
wary 20. The editors speak as follows of this sup- 
plement and of Palestine: 

“The Palestine Supplement gives a succinct survey 
of some of the outstanding aspects of the country as 
it is today. As we know, 1926 has been anything but 
a good vear for Palestine, owing to causes that.-are 
too well, known to need recapitulation here, but there 
js no reason for thinking that the setback that the 
progress o* “the country has sustained is other than 
temporary. The present year, which will see the flota- 
tion of the long-awaited Palestine Loan that will pro- 
vide the funds urgently needed for the country, will 
see a series of developments in train that will have 


a vital effect on the progress of the country. The 
projects in view include the electrification scheme, the 
Haifa harbor project, and the development of the land 
in the vicinity of Haifa Bay, all of which are the sub- 
ject of detailed description in articles in the supple- 
ment. When these and other projects are completed, 
the country should be in a position to make headway. 
Palestine, it cannot be too strongly emphasized, is 
fortunate in the possession of one unique asset in her 
favor, the overwhelming enthusiasm of the Jewish 
race, and their faith, in the future of the country 
(manifested as it is in the most practical way) should 
mean for it an assured future.” 

All this is significant from a journal that has been 
distinctly unfavorable to the Zionist movement, . but 
which now asserts editorially its hope that the Ruten- 
berg project (to electrify the water power of Pales- 
tine) “will play its part in convincing the Arabs that, 
however much they may have resented. at first the 
proclamation of the Jewish National Home, its actual 
application has brought nothing so far but material 
advantage to the country.” This is a complete change 
of view. - 


Senator Borah on Zionism 


(= of the speakers at the brilliant banquet of the 
Jewish Congress was Senator William E. Borah, 
Chairman of the Senate Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. He revealed his deep sympathy with the idea 
of Jewish restoration to Palestine as follows: 

“The Zionist movement is one of the most thrill- 
ing incidents in the whole history of the world. A 
race that has honored and helped to build every civi- 
lization under the sun is now seeking to establish a 
home for itself. It is a stupendous enterprise, worthy 
of the vision, the intellectual power, and the moral 
courage of the people for whom it is presented, and I 
trust sincerely that it will be the success that has been 
prophesied here tonight.” 


Physical and Psychological Changes 


R. ELIAS M. EPSTEIN writes, as below, in The 

New Palestine of the changes required in plant- 
ing all sorts of Jews from all over the world on the 
soil of Palestine: 

“The building of a national home takes us into 
all manner of paths. We have to change people’s 
nature (to convert city psychology into farm sense 
is harder than a merely material transformation). We 
have to plant oranges on sand dunes, and erect schools 
on former marshes. We have, it appears, even to 
alter the physical features of the country, to change 
the course of rivers as well as to clothe denuded hill- 
sides the work now proceeding to regulate the di- 
rection of the Bible-known River Kishon is of absorb- 
ing interest. It is part of the reclamation scheme 
being executed by the Keren Kayemeth to prepare the 
ground for colonization by the Keren Hayesod. This 
ancient river has a most uneven bed. Not only does 
it wind awkwardly across the Esdraelon plain, but it 
is far from level. Hence when in summer the sources 
dry up, pools of water remain stagnant in the de- 
pressed parts. -These pools, of course, breed malarial 
mosquitoes. The engineers’ task is now to cut chan- 
nels through the high ground that blocks the water 
flow and to remove the grasses that impede the stream. 








During 1925, 136 books and pamphlets in Yiddish, 500,00¢ 
copies, were published in Soviet Russia. - 

Work on the Rutenberg electrification project on the Jor- 
dan will begin in May, according to a report from Jeru- 
salem. 

The first Hebrew book to be printed in Latin characters 
was published in Jerusalem, by Ben Aviv, and is a biog- 
raphy of his father, Eliezer Ben Yehuda. 

A New Jewish colony will be established in Palestine by 
the Pica, Palestine Jewish Colonization Association, a 
branch of the Ica. The settlers will engage in orange 
growing. 

A severe snowstorm raged in Jerusalem on. February 15, 
the first in six years. Several houses in the Old City were 
destroyed and several steamers were prevented from land- 
ing tourists in the country. 

The first concrete bridge in Palestine was completed in 
February by the Solel Boneh. The bridge is on the Audja, 
near Tel Aviv. About forty workers were engaged in the 
construction of the bridge and the cost was $10,000. 

The Palestine Zionist Executive, with the Central Co-op- 
erative Bank and the Workers’ Bank, advanced a loan of 
$100,000 to the Solel Boneh, a Jewish workers’ co-operative 
building society, as a further step in ameliorating the ~un- 
employment in Palestine. 


To drain off the water from the lowest depressions 
suction pipes will draw it to wells dug on the bank, 
one well opposite each hollow. This water will mean 
a double gain, for it will be used for irrigation pur- 
poses. In our own days, Jews will be able to point to 
greater changes on the face of Palestine than it en- 
dured for hundreds of generations.” ; 


we 


From New York to Rural Palestine 


Miss JESSIE E. SAMPTER, long a resident of 
New York and author of several instructive 
works on Zionism, left this city some years ago to 
make her home in the Jewish colony of Rehoboth, 
founded in 1890 and near the Ramleh station of the 
railway from Jaffa to Jerusalem. She writes fre- 
quent letters for The New Palestine. How thor- 
oughly Miss Sampter has become a Palestinian is re- 
— in a sprightly article of recent date. It begins 
thus: 

“I am a rustic.. For three years I have lived in the 
village of Rehoboth, with so few excursions to the 
city, and so little wish to make them, that I must have 
stopped: caring much what happens in the great world. 
No doubt I have lost my urbanity. Why this con- 
tentment? Why don’t the prophecies of my friends 
and enemies come true, that I could not endure the 
dullness of village life for more than a few novel 
months? Is it because I live ‘in the midst of my peo- 
ple’? This is my pivot. For me, the world turns 
around it. 

“Is it not so everywhere in Palestine? Mine is a 
large village, well over two thousand’ souls. There 
are groups. of twenty, city-bred, beauty-hungry, who 
may find life hard but do-not find it dull. Palestine is 
never dull. Jews always amuse each other, even when 
there are only two. Or they annoy each other, which 
is just as interesting. 

“Rehoboth is still interesting. ‘Though one of the 
‘old,’ ‘bourgeois,’ ‘conservative’ co!onies, 3 
from season to season, from day to days. 
life pours in. For forty years its trees amdlogae 
and orchards and orange groves have g 7. 
tle white red-roofed houses have sprun 
and on hill, clustered, with decent space between them, 
among gardens and thickets of trees in luxuriant fer- 
tility where once was a desert stretch of sand: Its 
sheer beauty gives one a voluptuous quiet pleasure, 
whatever opinions one may decide to hold. But within 
the past two years a new kind of growth has mush- 
roomed from the ground. Tents. Not the rambling 
black skin tent of the Bedouin that still sprawls in the 
broad empty fields outside Rehoboth and beyond Nes 
Zionah where Arab land impinges on the miles of 
Jewish reclamation, but the neat conical tent of the 
Halutz, the pioneer, the nomad of Jewish labor.” 


Hebrew Education in the Land 


HE Zionists have had for years their separate 

schools in Palestine. These have been supported 
entirely by the Jews themselves, apart from any aid 
from the Palestinian Government, until the present 
year. From The New Palestine is taken the following 
item of interest: 

“A statistical summary according to the number of 
institutions, teachers, and pupils under the supervision 
of the Education Department of the Palestine Zionist 
Executive and supported chiefly by the funds of the 
Keren Hayesod (Palestine Foundation Fund), shows 
that for the year 1926-1927, there were 194 institutions 
under its supervision, comprising 86 kindergartens, 93 
Elementary schools, 4 Technical schools, 4.Teachers’ 
Seminaries, 4 Profession schools, and 3 Educational 
inst#tutions of various types. 

“In these 194 institutions, there were 742 teachers 
and 18,593 pupils. During this year, the number of 
orthodox educational institutions increased from 45 
to 53, with 215 teachers as against 179 a year ago, 
The number of pupils has increased from 4,531 to 
5,498 during the year. The institutions under, the 


* supervision of the Vaad Hatarbuth (Committee of 


Culture) increased from 27 to 36 during the same 
period, while the number of its teachers grew from 
46 to 58 and the register of its pupils from 699 to 
1,180.” 
New York. 
v 


Why isn’t my church a success and a Wessing as 
it ought to be? You may be helped by “Kanamori’s 
Life-Story,” which gives the secret of success in 
soul-winning. (The Sunday School Times Co., Phila- 
delphia, $1, postage 10 cents.) 
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<Lesson for April 1¢ 
Matthew 14 : 22-33 
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LESSON 2. APRIL 10. 














PETER’S LESSON IN TRUST 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 14: 22-33 
Golden Text.—Be of good cheer; itis 1; be not afraide—Matt. 14::.27 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden | 


Verse by Verse 


ATTHEW 14: 22.—Constrained, 4 e., com- 
pelled. A very strong word. The reason for 
this action on the part of the Lerd Jesus ap- 

pears from John 6:15. The people who had been 
miraculously fed: wanted to make Jesus their king. 
This was the sort of king they would love to have 
had. One who could provide for them without their 
being obliged to do anything for themselves. It was 
the temptation of Matthew 4:9 over again so far as 
the Lord himself was concerned. And evidently and 
naturally the disciples also were carried away by the 
excitement. In this crisis the Lord Jesus had no one 
with him whom he could trust. And before he could 
deal with the excited mob he had to get rid of the 
disciples, .-The solemn inquiry suggests itself to each 
one of us, Am I really a help or a hindrance to my 
‘ Lord where I am? The other side, i. e., the Capernaum 
side, 
Verse 23.—Apart, that is, alone. Consider the im- 
mense strain of the day. Jesus had taken the disciples 
away because they were all so busy. They had_ not 


“time even for meals (Mark 6:31). Any plan of hav- 


ing a rest was frustrated (Mark 6: 33), so the travel- 
ing had been followed by a day of open-air preaching, 


and that not to a few, but to anywhere between five . 


and ten thousand people.. Some of us know what a 
tax of strength it is to preach even to hundreds. Then 
at the end of the day came this outbreak of mob ex- 
citement, the failure of the disciples to understand or 
to help, the pressure of the fresh temptation upon him- 
self. At last it is all over. The disciples are gone, 
the crowd dispersed. And the wearied Lord turns 
aside to obtain from communion with his Father the 
refreshment which he so much needed. To be sure of 


__ freedom from interruption he climbs one of the hills 


DOR ITI 2 
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he eastern shore of the lake. Here there 
lifts; of volcanic origin, up to two thou- 





he wind was contrary, The clumsy rig 
of those days would not permit of a boat beating up 
against the wind. So, for the fishermen, the contrary 
wind meant that they must perforce row their heavy 
boat all night against the wind. John tells us that 
they had pulled about three miles before Jesus came 
to them (John 6:19). 

Verse 25.—The fourth watch, i. e., from 3 to 6 A. M. 
The men had therefore been, we may estimate, nearly 
eight hours in rowing less than four miles. Plainly 
there was something more than ordinary difficulty at 
work here. I believe the explanation is that the Lord 
was deeply concerned about what must have been 
their extreme disappointment over his action the evening 
before. And’ he chose to give them a fresh evidence 
of his own almighty power so that they might learn 
afresh to set the fact of his omnipotence over against 
the other fact of his unwillingness to do what they 
had wished. He would have them put these things 
together and draw therefrom the conclusion that it was 
not that he was unable to take the kingship, but that 
for some reason or other he was unwilling. 

Verse 26.—Troubled. Compare Matthew 2:3; Luke 
1:12; John 5:7; 11:33; 14:1; Acts 17:8; 1 Peter 
3:14. : 

Verse 27.—Be of ‘good cheer. The word was fre- 
quently of the Lord’s lips. It was not so much an ex- 
hortation as a hail. It seems to answer exactly to 
our modern phrase “Cheer up.” Note how he used 
it in reference to (1) Sins forgiven (9:2); (2) 
Sickness healed (9:22; Luke 8:48); (3) Storm, as 
here (Mark 6:50); (4) Suffering (John 16:33; 
Acts 23:11). Compare the corresponding phrase 
“Fear not” (Exod. 14:13). 

Verse .28.—Note Peter’s ‘faith,—not theoretical, 
but practical. 

Verse 30.—Note, too, Peter’s failure. 

Verse 31.—Took hold. (Cf. Jas. 4:10; 2 Cor. 5: 
14; Phil. 3:12.)° Thou of little faith: “Little faith” 
seems to have been one of the Lord’s own coined 
words. It occurs four times in Matthew, and also 
Luke 12:28. No one but the Lord Jesus ever used 
the words so far as the records show. It was always 
addressed to disciples and usually to the twelve. I do 
not think it is fanciful to regard this use by the Master 
as half playful and half sad. 


DeEvoTIONAL READING — Psalm oI : 1-10, 


Psalm has as its title “A Prayer of Moses the 
man of God.” Psalm 91 seems to be closely linked 
with 90, and they very probably were both written by 





Devotional : Psalm gr : 1-10. 
Primary Topic: Peter Trusts 

Lesson Material: Matthew 14 : 22-334 

Memory Verse: It is 1; be not afraid.—Matthew 14; 27. 
Junior Topic: A Helping Saviour. ; 

Lesson Material; Matthew 14: 22-33. 

Memory Verse: Isaiah 41: 13, 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Why Peter Failed. 
Togie for Young People and Adults: Christ the Ever-present 


22 And straightway he constrained the disciples to enter 
into the boat, and to go before him unto the other side, 
till he should send the multitudes away. 23 And after he 
had sent the multitudes away, he went up into the moun- 
tain apart to pray: and when even was come, he was there 
alone. 24 But the boat ‘was now in the midst of the sea, 
distressed by the waves; for the wind was contrary. 25 
And in the fourth watch of the night he came unto them, 
walking upon the sea. 26 And when the disciples saw him 
walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a 
ghost; and they cried out for fear. 27 But straightway 
Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is 1; 
be not afraid.. 28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, 
if it be thou, bid me come unto thee upon the waters. 29 
And he said, Come. And Peter went down from the boat, 
and walked upon the waters *to come to Jesus. 30 But 
when he saw the * wind, he was afraid; and beginning to 
ink, he cried out, saying, Lord, save me. 31 And imme- 
diately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and took hold of 
him, and saith unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore 
didst thou doubt? 32 And when they were gone up into the 
boat, the wind ceased. 33 And they that were in the boat 
“worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of 
God, 

21Some ancient authorities read, was many furlongs 
distant from the land. 2Some ancient authorities read, 
and came. * Many ancient authorities add, strong. * See 

marginal note on ch. 2:2 , 

American Revision copyright, 1901,.by. Thomas Nelson & Sons 

















Moses. We may plausibly assign them. to the beginning 

-of the thirty-eight years of wandering. Psalm.go is sug- 
gested by and occupied with the sorrows of the vast 
multitude unnumbered and sentenced to death (Num, 
14:29). Psalm g1 on the other hand deals with the 
blessedness of those “under the shadow of the Al- 
mighty.” Observe the references to the destroying 
agencies by which God's sentence of death was carried 
out: “The terror by night,” “the arrow ... by day,” 
“the pestilence .. . in darkness,” “the destruction ... 
at noonday,” “the lion and adder.” 

This connection between the two Psalms at once 
suggests the literalness with which the promises of 
Psalm 91 are to be taken, and also the limitations that 
apply to them. This is important, as otherwise this 
beautiful Psalm may well become a. hindrance rather 
than an aid to faith. Verse 7, for. example, has not 
been true in the case of thousands of God’s devoted 
servants. And when the Devil urged the Lord Jesus 
to accept and’ act upon the promise of verse 12, he in 
effect pointed out that the promise was not for him, 
in those particular circumstances and at that particular 
time, é 

During the war I sometimes had a mother come to 
me quoting verse 7 as a promise had given: her 
concerning her absent boy whose name. nevertheless 
appeared later in a list of casualties. .Then if the 
meaning and significance of the Psalm had not been 
pointed out faith would have been wrecked. 

Verse 1.—Dwelleth. Compare Colossians 3:3; John 
15:10, : 

Verse 2.—The first personal pronoun refers to Moses, 

Verse 3.—The second personal pronoun refers ‘to 
men like Caieb and Joshua, and others of the younger 
generation to whom these would be a pattern and an 
inspiration. 

The Practical Aim 

It is noteworthy that Mark’s Gospel which is gen- 
erally thought to have been written under Peter’s own 
oversight and suggestion passes by this incident with- 
out a word. It almost looks as if Peter were ashamed 
of it, or perhaps by that time the temptation to push 
himself. forward had left him. .At any rate the oc- 
currence is full of suggestiveness for our study. 

Note Peter’s action. It was venturesomeness rather 
than faith. It was like so many of our doings, a mix- 
ture of good and bad. Consider the good: ‘ (1) His 
love for the Lord Jesus, and his desire to venture to 
him. (2) The courage that was willing to come even 
onto the insecure water. Would that we had as much 
love and as much courageous’ faith ! 

Then consider the bad side of it. (1) The char- 
acteristic desire to push himself to the front. Why 
should he have been singled out for such honor more 
than -any of the others? (2) There was rash impetu- 
osity. (3) A strange overestimate of his own faith 
and courage, 3 


As teachers we shall need, perhaps, to speak a word, 
very tender but very straight, to some of our older 
pupils, especially those who are beginning to wish 
to devote their whole time to the service of the Lord. 
Especially does this apply to those who may be think- 
ing of the foreign mission field. How many failures 
would have been avoided if there had been more hu- 
mility and less self-importance. It has to be said of 
so many of us, “I sent not these prophets, yet they 
ran” (jer. 23:21). . We are humbly to make sure that 
we are bent upon doing the Lord’s will rather than our 
own, jf our zeal is to have that sober permanence that 
alone will really count in work for God. 

Apart from distinctively Christian work we have 

to remember that presumption is not faith. To do 
a thing that has in it any element of showing off, or 
any desire, conscious or unconscious, to attract atten- 
tion to ourselves is presumption. We have no right, 
for example, to rush into places of fierce and subtle 
temptation and then expect the Lord to keep us. If 
we have to face these things in the way of duty it is 
one thing, but it is when duty is most prominently be- 
fore our eyes that we are most likely to be humbly 
dependent upon God for protection, and less likely to 
be calculating upon our own power or goodness. 
_ The same kind of considerations apply to the read- 
ing of unbelieving or harmful literature, the forming 
of close friendships with ungodly or worldly. people, 
and so on, : 

Peter’s attempt and failure illustrate a great 
principle in the life of victory. The secret of vic- 
tory: over temptation is to keep occupied with Christ. 
As long as Peter was thinking about the Lord he-was 
safe. The Lord is able to make even “the depths of 
the sea:a way for the ransomed. to pass over” (Isa. 51: 
10). And we can “run with patience the race that 
is set before us, looking unto Jesus” (Heb. 12:2). But 
whenever we look away from him then we are undone. 

There is no poses in ourselves to help ourselves, the 
power is all of him. And all his power can only find 
its way into our hearts by the exercise of our faith. 
There is no virtue in faith as such. Faith is simply 
the empty hand which allows the Lord Jesus to take 
hold of it. Just like the automatic coupling of a car 
which is in the shape of a hand awaiting the corre- 
spending hand on the locomotive to grasp it. uite 
simply, faith just means that we are so occupied think- 
ing about the Lord Jesus that we have no time to be 
eccupied with thinking about ourselves, our trials and 
difficulties, our temptations. Such preoccupation with 
Christ will not in the least interfere with our thinking 
about our duty, or others whom we can help, 

Note further that when Peter looked away from 
Jesus he began ‘to go down just as you or I would 
have done. 

And: lastly, observe that his terror drove him back 
again upon the Lord. Trouble either drives us to God 


or from God. Happy Peter, for his fright reawoke. 


his faith, Note the swiftness of the response, — 
immediately (v. 31). “This poor man cried, and the 
Lord heard ‘him (Psa, 34:6). 


Final. Word 


© soul, are you weary and troubled? 
No light in the darkness you see? 

There’s light for a look at the Saviour 
And life more abundant and free. 


Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in his wonderful face; 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
In the light of his glory and grace. 
—Mrs. Howath Lemmel. 


_ And note that the “things of earth” include its temp- 
tations and allurements. 


Tunsrivce WELLS, Enc, 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—-Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, } Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HY did Jesus send the disciples’ across the stormy 
sea? 

2. What is the full significance of Jesus’ words to the 
frightened disciples in that boat, in view of their immediate 
necessity? 

3. Cite a parallel account of this incident that shows how 
the. Lord watches over his own. 


4 What confidence in Jesus had Peter already learned? 
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5. Why had Peter’s experience with Jesus not prepared 
him better for this trial of faith? 


6. Why may we think that Peter’s desire to walk to 
Christ was altogether praiseworthy? 


7. Jesus’ miracles were always for a loving purpose, not 
merely a display of his power. Why then did he empower 
Peter to walk on the waves? 


8. What do we learn about Peter's faith in this lesson? 

9. What was the beginning-point of Peter’s failure to 
walk upon the waves? 

10. For what did the Master rebuke Peter? 

11, What characteristic act of Jesus is told in this story? 

12. What was the result of this “happening” on the lake 
that night? 

13. In what sense was this experience for Peter a fore- 
shadowing of what was to come? 

14. Through what favorite means of the Devil are we 
kept back from great achievements for our Lord? 

1s. Can you make any practical application of this expe- 
rience tg your own life? (Personal.) 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Secret of Success.—Be of good cheer; it is I; 
be not afraid (v. 27). To me one of the most in- 
teresting things at the Sesqui-Centennial in Philadel- 
moe last year was the reproduction of Leif Ericson’s 

at in which four descendants of the vikings re- 

ated the trip of America’s first discoverer. These 
orwegians were a splendid quartette of unafraid 
inen, clean, wholesome, and full of trust in God. Their 


’ frail;craft was little more than a big rowboat with a 


single square, striped sail. Everything about it was 
crude, The pump was made of four pieces of board 
nailed ‘together in a square, with a bootleg for a 
bucket. The rudder was worked by a stick. These 
four fine fellows put forth from Norway to brave 
the Atlantic and to prove how easily old Leif and his 
viking crew could have beat Christopher to it. I got 
the autographs of three of the men: Gerhard Fol- 


_geron, captain; Johan Johnson, mate; Kristian Ander- 


son, carpenter, The “crew” (the fourth fellow) was 
up town. These are my kind of men! What has 
all this got to do with this lesson? Well, if you have 
any imagination I ought not to have to tell you, but 
here goes: Christ’s closest disciples were just this 
very sort. Peter, James, and John were water men, 
sailors and fishermen, just as are these Norwegians who 
spent seventy-eight days on the great Atlantic sail- 
ing to America — and disappointment! Their boat was 
just such a flimsy craft, I imagine. To these disciples 
Jesus came with his “Be not afraid.” They were not 
afraid of ‘the sea, but they were afraid of “ghosts” 
a 26, R. V.)« : Jesus comes to his children today in 
the Holy Ghost when the “waves” are threatening, and 
his children are no longer afraid. I asked my Norse- 
men, “Were you not afraid when the wind blew and 
the waves got angry?” The captain smiled and said, 
“No, sir.’ Paul was not afraid when a storm that 
was a storm tossed and drove the ship (Acts 27: 23). 
All truly brave men you will find have Some One 
standing by whispering, “Be of good cheer; it is I.” 
Men and nations that trust in God are the achieving 
men and nations, Washington prayed, and went for- 
ward unafraid. Lincoln prayed, and pushed ahead 
unafraid. Foch prayed. and carried on unafraid. So 
can you. 


How to Pray.—Beginning to sink, he cried out, say- 
ing. Lord, save me. And immediately Jesus ... took 
hold of him (vs. 30, 31). There-are all sorts of prayers 
recorded in the Bible, but I think this is the shortest 
one. You will note that it not only brought an answer, 
but that answer came “immediately.” Peter was much 
like the rest of us. We start all right and then flop. 
“Flop” means to go down, and’ so does “sink.” When 
you start to learn to play golf, the first thing you are 
told is to “keep your eye on the ball.” “Yes,” I said, 
“if I only could.” When you begin the Christian walk 
on the “waves” or on the “cement,” always keep yous 
eyes on Christ- You perhaps will say, “Yes, if I only 
could.” The trouble with most of us is that, like 
Peter, we are so very self-sufficient and smart. We 
so often get the eyes off Heaven and trust in Yours 
Truly. Then before long begins the sink, ‘and then 
comes the cry, “Lord, save me.” And he does every 
time. Not only last week, but this week, and- next 
week (Acts 2:21; Rom, 10:13). It is a great thing 
to know how to pray. Many a meeting has been 
“prayed” to death, if Mg know what I mean, Much 
time is taken up by the man who prays, telling Ged 
the news and the opinion he holds of God, Note that 
after Peter’s prayer “Jesus took hold of him.” 


Modern Miracles.—Of a truth thow art the Son of 
God (v. 33). There was only the one conclusion after 
what had happened... But what is walking on the 
water and the lifting up of a sinking Peter to the mir- 
acles of later days wrought by this same Jesus through 
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the Holy Spirit? (John 14:12.) On the April day 
when this lesson will be taken up by the myriad of 
Sunday-school classes all over the world there will be 
sitting in front of me at ten o’clock Sunday morning 
more than one man who at one time was not only sink- 
ing, but who was sunk when Jesus reached out and 
“took hold of him.” Like the American Wrecking and 
Salvaging Company, I have been for many years rais- 
ing “sunken ships.” I have not employed diving rigs, 
air pumps, derricks, and man-made apparatus for my 
machinery. ; resolutions, ethical culture,- free 
thought, and the like, have all failed with this sunken 
human treasure, But when these down-and-in ones can 
be led to cry, “Lord, save me,” out goes the Hand 
from above and up comes the wreck with all its treas- 
ury of manhood intact. And here is the “purty part.” 
All these Tron Rose men from the sea of -sin have re- 
mained ‘afloat all these years and have proved to be 
most seaworthy craft. What is the walking of a body 
of flesh. and ‘bone on the water to raising a “dead” 
soul from the depths of the sea of sin? The first is 
a matter of specific gravity, the latter is the getting 
through a human will. “Our wills are ours,” the poet 
sings. “Our wills are ours to mak: them Thine.” In 
these days men are walking on the air, so to speak. I 
am not referring to airplanes and dirigibles with their 
power pumped from the bosom of the earth, but to 
the gliders which go without engines, even surpassing 
the birds. .They stay up a thousand feet for twelve 
hours with two passengers and cover thirty-five miles, 
and all by the internal energy of the wind. But you 
will notice it is neither the Chinese nor the Japanese 
in spite of their long centuries of kite flying who thus 
walk the air. Yes, beloved, we can look around us 
and beholding the modern miracles of Christian nations 
deepen our trust in God and cry, “Of a truth thou art 
the Son of God.” 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles. Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Principce or Sevr-Activity.—Only the 
pupils’ own responses are really educative. 











ETER’S experience in the lesson before us was 

to him more vital than all’ the experiences which 
he had witnessed on the part of others. To quote 
another: “Since his first introduction to Jesus, Peter 
had seen and heard many wonderful things. He had 
seen water turned into wedding-feast wine, the raging 
waves brought to a calm on Lake Galilee, and a mul- 
titude abundantly fed from a mere handful of food. 
He had witnessed the healing of his mother-in-law ; 
also a man full of leprosy; a man suffering from 
palsy; the demon-possessed man; Jairus’ daughter; 
and a great multitude of other sick and maimed folk. 
He had heard Jesus forgive sins, and had listened 
to the Master’s prayers, parables, and discourses.” All 
this would undoubtedly impart to Peter a knowledge 
of the power and authority of the Lord, and he may 
have thought he knew what it was to exercise. simple 
trust in the Lord. But his actual experience on the 
water was the real testing that revealed what the 
Master called his little faith, However, it is well to 
note that one lesson was not sufficient for Peter, and 
therefore it has been said by Bruce that the experience 
here was but a foreshadowing of Peter’s fall, when 
ence again he impulsively undertook to do that for 
which his faith was not equal. 

It is not the faith experience ef others that edu- 
cates us in faith, but it does not follow that one les- 
son in the school of faith is sufficient for us any more 
than it was for Peter. Remembering Peter’s experi- 
ence, however, let us take courage, when failure over- 
takes us, in the infinite patience and tenderness of our 
divine Teacher. The suggestion for us from our les- 
som principle is that we shall not be content for either 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
» 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozea, 
Second Quarter 
1. April 3.—Peter Becomes a Disciple of Jesus 
Mark 1 : 14-18, 29-38 
2. April 10.—Peter’s Lesson in Trust ...Matthew 14 : 22-33 
3 April 17.—Peter’s Great Confession ...Matthew 16 : 13-24 
4. April 24.—Peter at the Transfiguration 
Mark 9: 2-10; 2 Peter 1 : 16-18 
5s. May 1.—Peter’s Denial and Repentance 
Mark 14: 53, $4, 66-713 Luke 22 : 61, 6a 
6 May 8—Peter and the Risen Lord. John 20 : 1-10; 21 : 1-23 
7. May 15.—Peter at Pentecost ........ Pesesdedavecces Acts 2 
8, May 22.—Peter Heals the Lame Man ..Acts 3:1 to 4:38 
9. May 29.—Peter Undaunted by Persecution ..Acts 5 : 17-42 
10. June 5.—Peter Preaching to Gentiles ...... Acts ro and 1 
xr. June 12.—Peter Delivered from Prison ...Acts 12: 1-17 
12 June 19.—Peter Teaches Good Citizenship. (Tem- 
perance Lesson.) .....ssseeeeee eet Peter 2211-173 431-9 
13. June 26.—Review: Life and Letters of Peter 
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ourselves or our class to get a mere academic knowl- 

edge of this experience of Peter, but that we shall, 

not impulsively but in faith, make the experiment of 

walking the waves of life, “looking unto Jesus the 

author and finisher of our faith,” and not fixing our 

gaze upon the material uncertainties which beset us. 
HuntIinopon, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

— and two dollafs for the best one é¢ach week, 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leafiet explaining. the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach: The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations: on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after. the 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


When the Missionary Was Afraid.—Be of 
good cheer; it is I; be not afraid (Golden Text). In 
“Ten Weeks with Chinese Bandits,” Dr. Harvey J. 
Howard, Professor at the Peking Union Medical Col- 
lege, relates this experience: He was told- by the 
bandits that he was to be shot within -a- few minutes. 
He writes, “My tongue began to swell and my mouth 
to get dry. This thirst rapidly became worse until 
my tongue clove to the roof of my mouth, and I could 
scarcely get my breath. The thirst was choking me. 
1 felt dizzy. I was in a terrible state of fear; I was 
going to die like a coward. That thought ‘to die like 
a coward’ was more than I could bear, but I felt per- 
fectly helpless. However, I had strength enough left 
to pray, and this was the prayer that went up from my 
agonized soul, ‘My Lord, have mercy on me, and give 
me strength for this trial. Take away ail fear; and if 
I have to die, let me. die like a man.’ Instantly my 
thirst began to disappear. In less than a‘ minute it 
was entirely gone, and soon I felt perfectly calm and 
unafraid. The memory of this experience sustained, 
me to the very end of my captivity."—From Literary 
Digest. Sent by Julia F. Deane, Elburn, Ill. 


Nothing More Needed.—Jesus went unto them 
(Matt. 14:25). A young man on board a steamer was 
taken seriously ill. They asked him what message 
they should cable to his people. He said, “Tell mother 
1 am very sick.” They said, “Is that all? Shall we 
not ask her to meet the steamer?” He quickly an- 
swered, “No need to send those words. Nothing could 
keep mother from coming to meet me the moment she 
hears of my serious illness. Mother loves me. - She'll 
be there.” Jesus loves us. He comes to us. He stands 
by us, meeting our every need.—Sent by Laura A. Elk- 
son, Topsfield, Mass. 


General Booth’s Tribute to Peter.—Peter went 
down from the boat, and walked upon the waters to 
come to Jesus (v. 29). General Bramwell Booth of 
the Salvation Army recently told a good story of his 
illustrious father and himself. “The old General,” he 
said, “had a great liking for Peter, but I always 
thought him a rather wabbly type. On one o€tcasion 
I said to my father, ‘How can you explain the cir- 
cumstances of Peter’s getting out on the water and see- 
ing Jesus, and then, with all this to convince him, sud- 
denly losing his faith and sinking?’ Well do I re- 
member the old General’s reply, ‘Bramwell, my boy,- 
you would never have gotten out of the boat!’ ”"—From 
the Free Churchman. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng.. 


“Thank God for That!”—And beginning to sink, he 
cried out, saying, Lord, save me (v. 30). The brother 
of Whitefield the evangelist was deeply despondent at 
times and felt his utter worthlessness and helplessness. 
On such an occasion, Lady Huntingdon spoke to him 
about his soul’s salvation and tried to induce him to 
come to Christ. To all her pleas he answered, “Oh, 
it is of no use! I am lost! I am lost!” “Thank 
God for that,” she said, “for Christ came to save the 
lost. He can save you.”—From the Presbyterian. 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Faith in a Strap. O thou of little faith, wherefore 
didst thow doubt? (v. 31.) “How did you feel, auntie, 
while the horses were running down the hill?” “I 
trusted to Providence till the breeching gave way; then 
I shut my eyes and gave up for lost.” The good wo- 
man in question was not the only Christian whose 
faith held only by a strap—From Dr. T. L. Cuyler. 
Sent by W. R. Clark, Oxford, Eng. 


What He Remembered. — Immediately Jesus 
stretched forth his hand, and took hold of him (v. 
31). A little lad of three years was eagerly skipping 
along the rim of the Grand Canyon of Arizona, his 
hand held close in his mother’s. Childish curiosity 
led him here and there without_thought of the dan- 
gerous depths of the abyss. Months later, as he 
heard his mother speak of the wonders of the scene, 



























































































oo WS oe ee eh 


sw tS wwe BD 














Lesson for April 18 
Matthew 14: 22-33 


he said: “That was where you did not 
let go my hand.” Is not the Christian’s 
strongest impression of past experiences 
the fact that the hand of Christ was ever 
holding him and would not let him go? 
“O Love that wilt not let me go.”— 
Sent by Miss J. G. Cone, Memphis, Tenn. 
From a personal experience. Prize illus- 
tration. 


For a Skyscraper Faith.—O thow of 
little faith (v. 31). If you want a sky- 
scraper faith you must have a rock foun- 
dation—From “The Way of Holiness.” 
Sent by the Rev. Guru.Manickam, Wor- 
tur, Trichinopoly, S. India. 


oe 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou Hast often invited us to step forth with 
thee in the midst of stormy times, when 
our faith has been so fitful that it has 
lasted only for a moment. Forgive our fear- 
fulness, we pray thee. Grant that we may 
learn to have and to show a deeper, more 
abiding trust in thee. May we not turn back 
or become afraid at the first step of faith, 
but may we go the whole way with thee, 
resting not. upon what we think is solid 
footing, — what we could see or touch, — but 
upon thyself and thy marvelous promises. 
Lord Jesus, enable us to move through every 
condition of life with a quiet and joyous 
faith, not in what we are, or in what we 
think we can do, but in what thou art and 
what thou hast done-and wilt continue to do 
for us. In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There were five 
shovelfuls of coal in the cellar of the 
little church. There was no money with 
which to_buy any more. It was a church 
in a very difficult neighborhood, get in 
the midst of much sin and lawbreaking, 
The Sunday-school was a wonderful 
blessing to the children of that neigh- 
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TRUST HIM! 








boThoot It was wintertime, and coal 
and money were almost gone. With one 
of his helpers, the superintendent stood 
by the furnace and said, “If the Lord 
wants the work to go on he will supply 
the coal. Let us put the five shovelfuls 
in now, and bank the fire.” So into the 
furnace the last bit of coal was thrown. 
The fire held good, the work went on, 
but the coal could not last forever. After 
three days the superintendent found on 
his breakfast plate one morning an or- 
der for three tons of coal with the prom- 
ise of more to follow if needed. You 


can imagine his joy. Well, that is just | 


like our Lord. Will he do such things 
for any of us who trust him? Yes, he 
will. God is faithful. Were you ever 
tempted to let your faith slip out from 
under you as Peter's did? He was look- 
ing at the waves. Let us look at the 
Lord himself, then things will be different. 
Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“All Alone.” 

“Only Trust Him.” . 

“If Your Heart Keeps Right.” 
“Trusting Jesus.” 

“Faith Is the Victory.” 

“I Will Trust Him.” 

“Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in pa¥ 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs~in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 


tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“Fear Thou Not” (246 : 1-3), 


Psalm 119 : 81-88; Isaiah 41 : 10. 


“The Shadow of Thy Wings” (132: 1-3). 


Psalm 63 : 1-8. 
“When Troubles Overwhelm” (128 : 1-3). 


Psalm 61 : 1-4. 


“Thy Help I Implore” (150 : 1-3). 
Psalm 70: 1-5 
“To My Saviour I Betake Me” (8s : 1-3). 


Psalm 38 : 15-22. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


N TEACHING the lessons on the life 
of Peter, it will be well to give the 
children the lesson each week in story 
form, and review by letting the class tell 
the story of the previous Sunday, ever 
keeping in’ mind the Master’s two prom- 
ises to Peter. 

Read Matthew 14: 22-33; Mark 6: 45- 
52; John 6: 15-21, and get the lesson for 
this week well in mind and heart, Try 
to give your class the beautiful, signifi- 
cant incident in “all of its comfort and 
helpfulness. 

The Master had had a busy day, healing 
and teaching a great crowd of people, 
and in the afternoon he had fed them 
from a little boy’s lunch. At the close 
of the day he felt the need of a long 
talk with his Father. So he sent the dis- 
ciples across the sea in a little ship, prob- 
ably Peter’s fishing boat. They started 
on their journey, and Jesus went up into 
a mountain alone to pray. 

After the disciples got out into the mid- 
die of the lake a storm came up. The 
little boat was tossed about by the strong 
wind. The disciples had to work hard 
to row the boat in the rough waters. 
Perhaps they thought of the Master, and 
wondered why he had sent them across the 
sea when he knew the storm was coming. 
We are quite sure he thought of them, 
and although it was night he saw them 
toiling with the wayes. After he had 
spent almost the whole night talking with 
his Father, just before day, when he 
knew his friends needed help so much, 
he went to them, walking on the waves 
as if they were solid ground. These men 
had not known Jesus very long. True, 
they had seen him do some very wonder- 
ful things, but when they saw him walk- 
ing on the waves in the dark stormy night 
they thought he was a ghost, and cried out 


natural cheery voice: “Be of good cheer: 
it is I; be not afraid’ (Mark 6:50). We 
know they were glad to hear him speak. 
When Peter saw his Master walking on 
the waves, he wanted to do it, too, and 
asked Jesus to let him try it, Jesus said, 
“Come,” and Peter started. As long as 
he looked at Jesus, he could walk on the 
waters, but when he looked at the waves 
he began to sink. You see, his faith had 
not become like a rock yet. But the Mas- 
‘ter was patient, and when Peter prayed, 
“Lord, save me,” he said, “Why did you 
doubt?” He helped Peter into the boat, 


for fear. - Jesus answered -them -in ‘his4 


the wind stopped blowing, and the ship 
was at the land to which they were going. 
Let every teacher look into the faces 
of the boys and girls in the class — the 
restless, trying ones, and the thoughtful, 
attentive ones. Try to think with sym- 
pathic interest of the journey that each 
one must take. There are storms of 
temptation, and perhaps great waves of 
sorrow ahead, the little boats are frail, 
and the’sea is wide and trackless. With 
an earnest prayer that your words may be 
heeded, tell the children of the precious 
privilege of taking Jesus into their hearts, 
and giving him control of their lives, 
In this way they will have a mighty 
Captain on board who can control the 
storms, and guide their little boats safely 
home. Teach them a Breton fisherman’s 
prayer: “Help me, O God, for my boat 
is so small, and thy ocean is so wide!” 
Sing “Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me.” 
Curnton, S. C, 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Learning from Peter the proper sub- 
ject for the verb “can.” 











bid YOUR girls caught, last Sunday, 


even a glimpse of the warm and lovable 
human nature revealed in the story of 
this man, one of the very first followers 
of the Lord Jesus, they. are in the right 
mood of mind and heart to learn a lesson 
from him. and his experience, this week. 
And a wonderful lesson Peter has to teach 
them— through one of his first failures 
as a Christian. How many young people 
are kept back from a profession of faith 
in Jesus Christ through fear of just such 
failure after they shall have professed 
themselves: Christians!: «Perhaps: not: so 
many as some years ago, for self-assur- 
ance is one of the dominant characteristics 
of the youth ‘of this age. Humility is 
somewhat out of fashion with all man- 
kind in this century. Great teachers and 


fidence in self upon us all —self-develo 
ment, self-direction of our own lives,-self- 
expression, self-confidence—these are 
popular terms and teachings just pow. All 
the more, then, do we need this lesson. 
Well, Peter knew a great deal about 
all of them—he had evidently always 
followed after himself, until he met this 





and as soon as the Master entered the ship 


new young -Teacher from his own native 


‘Thank God itis not our faith but His faithfulness that saves us 
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province, Galilee. Jesus’ very first words 
to Peter (Simon) revealed to him that 
he had never really known himself at all, 
much less the development of his own 
future. “Development”? Well, Simon, 
who became Peter under the life-giving 
touch of Jesus of Nazareth, found out 
hitherto unsuspected meanings. in that 
word, as your girls of today will, who 
will, like Shawn Peter, receive that same 
touch. 

But what of this lesson in trust that 
Peter learned from this new Master- 
Teacher? The story is such a brief and 
thrilling one that your girls must. listen 
to it, especially if you will read it from 
Weymouth’s translation, in order to rub 
off the dust of familiarity with.the words 
of the old version. They must see — and 
hear — what happened that night on that 
stormy little lake, so vividly do Mate 
thew and Mark tell it. They. cannot es- 
cape knowing just what occurred that 
night, and knowing, they cannot escape 
answering the statement (suggested for 
the subject of their lesson) “Why Peter 
Failed.” 

Peter failed for exactly the same rea- 
son that Frances and Katherine and Mar- 
garet will fail in their times of crises 
in the Christian life. First Peter stopped 
looking to Jesus, and instead looked at 
the rolling, tossing waves about him. 
Then Peter stopped thinking of Jesus, 
and instead began to think of his own 
danger, and his own weakness and ine 
ability to do the very thing he was right 
then doing! And so Peter began to sink 
beneath the waves that were no higher 
at that moment than they had been when 
he was safely treading them in going 
toward the Master who had called him 
to.come over the water to him. 

Would the remedy have been to have 
thought hard (“concentrated”) on_ his 
own ability to pore - Going ye bog 
he had begun to do id safety lie in 
more_confidence in self? Ah, we need 
‘mot ‘speculate one minute on. this answer, 
for Jesus -himself answered it. He had 
already given Peter and the others in 
that storm-tossed boat the only way to 
have safely crossed those waters: “It 
is I; I am all you need for this trouble 
danger. ou need not fear if you 
will look to me.” And as long as Peter 
‘had looked off, unto Jesus the rough 
waves had been as a smooth path under 
his feet. Just so will your girls today 
find power and safety in proportion as 
they learn to think, not “I can,” but 
“Jesus can meet every difficulty, inward 
or outward, in me, today.” 


Home Study 
Find and learn Paul’s answer fo this 
same question, as he has written it in 
Philippians 4:13. Then memorize this 
verse of a very beautiful. hymn: 
When looking to Jesus, I go not astray. 
My eyes are upon Him; He shows me the 
way; 
The path may seem dark as He leads me 
along, 
But following: Jesus, I cannot go wrong. 


Decatur, GA. 
- oe 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


A 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Beyond yourself. 
Discussion: Let the fellows tell how 
they are affected by the things they look 
upon. Show this up as a moays of good 
or evil 
Objective: Keeping Jesus in sight. 


AY, fellows, whenever you have an 

impulse to do something beyond your- 
self, that is the Simon Peter in you. 
fellow with red blood will not always be 
content to stay inside the bounds of the 
tried and proved. There is a thrill in 
pioneering. Each of us has in him to 


his limitations. "We would be dead or 
dying if we didn’t have it. It is a symp- 
tom of life. When a baby makes his 
way through the front door and out into 
the street he is showing early evidence 
of this natural desire for adventure. It 
is not a bad impulse. Rather it is good. 
But liké’So many other good things which 








tend to thrust us out of ourselves, it must 
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some degree the urge.to break through 
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be wisely guided, and there are times 
when it must be restrained or it will get 
us into trouble, 

Now, fellows, I think it was .fine for 
Peter to. want to walk on the water. No 
mere man had ever done that. It was 
an exploit that probably would never have 
occurred to the other disciples. It was 
characteristic of Peter to attempt it. He 
realized it was a feat that would require 
supernatural power —a power he did not 
possess. He knew the Vaser possessed 
that power. He saw him at that moment 
exercising it. He believed Jesus could 
give him the power. “The people that do 
know their God shall be. strong, and do 
exploits” (Dan. 11:32). So -Peter only 
wanted the Lord’s word bidding him to 
come. When he got it. he climbed over 
the rail and set his feet down on “solid 
water” —he was doing the thing; his 
faith was justified! That must have been 
a thrilling moment for Peter. With his 
eyes fixed upon Jesus he felt himself 
borne up by the power that came from 
Jesus. Fust thinking ‘of it as an exploit, 
wouldn’t it have been wonderful if he 
had walked right out to Jesus and re- 
turned with him in the same manner to 
the ship! But Peter made a bad mistake 
very soon after his brilliant start. He 
looked at something else. A. big wave 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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was bearifiig down upon him. The wind 
drove its spray into his face. Peter saw 
the wave, and for an instant lost sight 
of Jesus: That was enough. Peter be- 
gan to’ sink, and in terror he cried out, 
“Lord, save me.” Then Jesus reached 
forth his hand and lifted him, saying, 
“O thou of little faith, wherefore didst 
thou doubt?” 

Fellows, the simple but very necessary 
lesson to you and me in this incident is to 
keep both eyes on Jesus. We want to 
venture for him and he wants us to do 
this. But there is only one way: Never 
lose sight of him. Which is just another 
way of saying: Keep him in mind, — 
his presence, his power, his wisdom, his 
love. We do this by using all the means 
he gives us by which to do it. He shows 
himself to us in these wonderful attri- 
butes through the printed pages of his 
Word. Read it daily.. He causes us to 
hear his voice and to see him as we pray. 
Talk to him and listen to him regularly. 
Cultivate the association of those who 
love him and are serving him. Attend 
regularly the ordained services of h’s 
worship. 

If you will be faithful to these ordinary 
practices, you will be able to do large 
things for him,°and your-heart will thrill 
with the joy of it. Yes, the waves and 
the wind will buffet you, but they will 
not terrify you, because you will be 
constantly sensing the presence and power 
of your Lord You will not be so fool- 
ish as to stop looking at him and to gaze 
in fear at the boisterous threats of his 
enemies. 

This is what makes all the difference 
— sensing the presence of Jesus. 


“T cannot do it alone, the waves run fast 
and high; 
The fogs close chill around, the light goes 
out in the sky; 
But I know we two shall win in the end— 
Jesus and I. 


“Coward and wayward and weak, I change 
with the changing sky; 
Today so safe and brave, tomorrow too weak 
to try; 
But he ne’er gives in, so we two shall win — 
Jesus and 1.” 


Greenszoro, N.C... 


ae 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 
- (On the lesson of April 3) 


1. See Acts 6: 14-29. 

2. Before he knew Jesus, he was called 
Simon. He was a fisherman of Capernaum, 
on the Sea of Galilee, 

3. His brether Andrew. 

4. In point of time, this-call for “full-time 
service” had been preceded by much contact 
with Jesus. Note all the events recorded in 
John, ‘chapters 1 through to 4:45. Peter had 
been with Jesus during the months of the 
Judean ministry, following his first interview 
with him (John 1: 40-42). Note especially 
John 2:2 and 11, 12, 17, 223 3:22; 4:1, 8, 27, 
33-38. 

5. In the first call Jesus was walking alone 
by the lake. In the second he was standing 
surrounded by a crowd. The earlier call was 
made when both Jesus and his disciples were 
ashore. The latter when they were afloat. 
In the former case they all walked on. In 
the latter they put out into the lake. In Mat- 
thew’s and Mark’s.accounts the boats were 
afloat and in different places. In Luke they 
were hauled up on the beach alongside one 
another. In the former case Andrew and 
Simon were in one boat and James and John 
in another. In the latter they were all to- 
gether. At the earlier call Andrew and Simon 
were dropping their nets and James and 
Jchn preparing to drop, while at the time of 
the latter they were all washing their nets. 
Matthew and Mark show the four men as «. 
preparing for work. Luke shows them as 
having finished. The former Gospels depict 
an evening scene, Luke depicts a. morning 
scene. 


6. None of those “disciples” are listed by 
name in these verses (in John’s first four 
chapters), but Peter is named as are others, 
in John 1 : 35-51, as one of that first group 
of followers, who must-have been “the dis- 
ciples” so frequently mentioned thereafter in 
those chapters. 


7. He. was a disciple. He became a fol- 
lower when he left all and followed. 

8 The obedience to Christ’s command to 
let down the net. 

9. Peter knew what his thoughtful brother, 
Andrew, thought about this new prophet from 





Galilee. He knew some of the other men 





who were trusting him in that first group of 
disciples. He had seen Jesus turn the water 
to wine at the wedding in Cana. He had 
seen him drive the money changers and mer-. 
chants from the temple (the first time), and 
had heard his words of prophecy concerning 
his own death and resurrection following 
that occurrence. He had found him talking 
with a Samaritan woman, and had heard his 
wonderful words following that incident (John 
4 : 32-38). He had seen men flock to hear 
and many to accept Jesus as the Christ fol- 
lowing miracles of which we are not told in 
de+ail (John 2: 23-25). 
10, John 6 : 68, 60. 


1%. “Thou shalt be called Peter,” “I will 
make you fishers of men,” and “Thou shalt 
catch men.” 


12. Satan (Matt. 16 : 23). 


13. Jesus brought the miracle of bodily heal- 
ing into Peter’s own home almost imme- 
diately after he “left his nets and followed 
him” wholly. Blessing follows surrender. 


14. It indicates that Peter’s following of 
Christ meant sacrifice of home, for he had a 
wife, if not children, 


15. It was that very night that Peter 
learned (for the first time, probably) what 
real prayer is. He found his Master at 
prayer, “a great while before day” following 
that day of healing in Capernaum. Peter 
Icarned whence came the power of that life 
of ceaseless service. 





Children at Home 











When ‘Frank Won a 
Bloodless Battle 


By Laura Wolcott Mills 


RANK CARROLL brought out his 

history on Saturday night and began 
preparing his lesson for Monday’s recita- 
tion. History was his favorite study. All 
the romance of life could be found  be- 
tween the covers of this book. There 
were times when life seemed very tame 
to him compared with the lives of the 
brave men and women who had been the 
makers of history. There was romance 
in the accounts of these sturdy pioneers, 
who in the face of all danger had settled 
in a new country, and made a home for 
generations yet to come. How he thrilled 
when he read of attacks from wild 
beasts that infested the country; and how 
eagerly he studied the pictures of Indians 
brandishing tomahawks, and dancing 
around their trembling captives! 

Frank’s blood would tingle as he read 
of war. How wonderful to be a captain 
mounted upon a prancing horse, as he 
went into battle in front of his men in 
the face of the greatest dangers, and 
waved them on to victory! _ 

Those blood-stirring adventures repre- 
sented real life to Frank. Life as he 
lived it seemed so tame and spiritless, — 
just a round of uninteresting duties; er- 
rands to run, school, lessons, some very 
distasteful ones to him. Yet he must 
wade through them all to keep up his 
average and pass examinations. Then at 
night shoveling paths in winter, looking 
after the furnace, bringing in coal, and 
emptying ashes. In summer the lawn 
must be sprinkled and cut; then, too, the 
garden needed weeding constantly, and 
the time for play seemed so short. 

Suddenly he heard his mother saying, 
“Come, Frank, this is Saturday night. 
Put up your history, and get out your 
lesson quarterly.” Frank sighed, and re- 
luctantly laid his history. away. 

“That was some fight I was reading 
about, gee! how I wish a fellow could 
have a chance to do things like that! 
But instead, he is forever having to work 
at something he hates to do, and can never 


show what’s in him. Now in a battle, a. 


fellow can show-all kinds of bravery and 
do something great; conquer people and 
all that, and make a name for himself.” 

His mother smiled, for she knew that 
the lesson for the next day hati for its 
Golden Text something that would set 
Frank to thinking. Frank was really a 
good thinker, and always got to the bot- 
tom of a matter when he once undertook 


it. 
After a while she asked, “Frank, what 
is the Golden Text for ‘tomorrow ?” 
Frank looked at his mother quickly to 
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see if there was any hidden meaning in 
her -question; but she went on with her 
sewing, and seemed innocently intent upon 
her work. 

Frank read aloud the Golden Text: “He 
that ruleth his spirit [is greater] than 
he that taketh a city.” 

Just then there was a rap at the door, 
and one of the “big fellows” «ame in. 
He was a class or two ahead of Frank. 

“Studying your lesson, are you, kid? 
I’ve just finished mine. What do you 
make out of that Golden Text, Frank?” 

“Well, I suppose it means that it is 
easier to go into a real battle and do 
brave things than to buck up against the 
little fights we have with ourselves.” 

“What kind of things?” questioned Joe. 

“Oh, I suppose anger, cheating, and the 
mean things we sometimes do. I. can’t 
see it that way though. It’s not so hard 
if a fellow is brought up right.” 

The next day, as Frank was on his 
way home from Sunday-school he met 
George Simms, a neighbor boy, carrying 
a string of fish that he had evidently just 
caught. George was having a hard time 
of it, for his father had died the year 
before, and he was obliged to support his 
invalid mother and himself by selling 
papers. He was an honest boy, but he 
seemed to be growing hard and sullen. 
He hated his shabby clothes, and was too 
proud to go anywhere in his old suit. 
Nobody should have a chance to snub him, 
he said scowlingly. 

When he met Frank, there was a dark 
cloud on his face. 

“Hello, George,” Frank called cheer- 
fully. 

George scowled, and replied, “Hello, 
yourself, good little boy. Been to Sun- 
day-school, haven’t you? All dressed up 
in your Sunday clothes, too. Bet a. dol- 
lar you went just to show them.” 

“T'll bet a dollar I didn’t,” answered 
Frank hotly. ' 

“I don’t believe you,” George replied 
with an ugly look. 

The color flamed up into Frank’s face, 
and he stripped off his coat, and with 
doubled fists stepped in front of George. 
“I never take talk like that,” in angry 
tones. 

George started the battle with a fierce 
upper cut that sent Frank reeting-~back- 
ward. Then Frank made a. lunge at 
George, but suddenly stopped short, 
picked up his coat, and began putting it 


n. 

“Coward!” exclaimed George con- 
temptuously, “Afraid to fight! I knew 
it. I guess I hurt you some, didn’t I? 
Or are you afraid of soiling your fine 
clothes ?” 

Frank looked straight into George's 
eyes, aS one warrior confronts another. 


“No, I am not afraid to fight, and if I 


were © don’t believe I should be -much 
afraid to fight a fellow younger than 
myself. The reason I didn’t fight you 
was because I was thinking of two things, 
and when I thought of them, I just didn’t 
want to fight.” 

“Aw, come off scorned George. 
“What’s the big idea, anyhow? Some- 
thing you learned at Sunday-school, I 
s’pose.” 

“No, it was something I learned about 
you, that made me stop.” ; 

“Quit kidding me, and stop talk‘ng 
through your hat,” George answered in- 
sultingly. 

“All right,” Frank replied, “I didn’t 
fight for one reason because I’ve been 
hearing so many good things about you. 
A fellow who works as hard“as you do, 
and manages to take care of a sick mother 
is too good a boy to fight. I know I 
couldn’t begin to do what you do.” 

George ‘was too astonished to speak at 
first. He turned away shamefacedly, and 
wiped a tear from his cheek, with the 
back of his hand. Then he said, “It’s 
pretty white of you to say this to me, 
after I’ve been so mean to you. But 
sometimes I feel as if everybody feels 
above me because I’m shabby and never 
go anywhere. I was jealous because you 
had on good clothes; so I talked like a 
regular bonehead. I want to go to Sun- 
day-school, too, and it makes me mad be- 
cause I can’t.” 

“I’m glad you told me that,” Frank 
added, “because I’ve been growing like 
a weed this past year. My last year's 





suit is as good as new, and mother was 
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. -May 1. What Vocations-Are- Worth While?: 


Lesson for April 10 
‘Matthew 14: 22-33 


Saying only this morning that she wanted 

to find a nice boy who could wear it. 
Gee, but I’m in luck!” 

George started to refuse, but seeing the 
eagerness in Frank’s face, he simply 
couldn't hurt him. “Mother will be tick- 
led as I am, and if you'll let me, I’ll go 
to Sunday-school with you every Sunday.” 

When Frank reached home, he told his 
mother the whole story. After she had 
heard it all through, she asked, with a 
twinkle in her eye, “Wouldn’t it have 
been easier to have entered a real battle 
just about the time you were boiling 

‘ with anger, and were ready to fight, than 
it wassto put on your coat, and refuse to 
go on with it?” 

~- “You bet it would,” smiled Frank, 

.“That Golden Text is right.” 


Los ANGELES. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





April 17. Christ in Us, Power for a New Life. 

; Eph. a:1-10. (Easter.) 

:April ‘24. If I Were to Be a-Foreign Mission- 

' ary, What Country Would I Choose? 
Why? Acts 1:8. 


1 Cor, 3176-16. . (Consecration meeting.) 
" May 8. Elements in Ideal Home Life. Eph: 
631-9 : 





Sunday, April 10. é 
‘Why Is the Bible the Greatest Book in 
‘the World? (Rom. 15 : 4; i 
2 Tim. 3 : 14-17) 





Mon.—Great in poetry (Psa. 103 : 1-22). 

Tues.—Great in religion (Matt. 6 : 5-15). 

Wed.—Great in ethics (Matt. gs : 1-16). 

Thurs.—Great in revealing God (John 14: 
1-14). 

Fri.—Great in inspiration (2 Tim. 3 : 14-17). 

Sat.—Great because God’s Word (Matt. 
5 : 17-20). 











Why de you believe the Bible? 
How does the Bible show its greatness? 


How is the Bible the greatest guide in re- 
ligion? 


T IS said that a copy of the American 

Constitution has been issued in deli- 
cately shaded, copper plate type, so that 
as the observer stands off at a little dis- 
tance, the features of George Washing- 
ton, the man who did so much to make the 
Constitution g possibility and a reality, 
aré brought out in relief. From one point 
of view the copy is a chapter of political 
history. From another it is a portrait of 
the father of ‘his country. * 

Do we not have here an answer to 
the question “Why is the Bible the great- 
est book in the world?” Is it not because 
it is God-breathed (2 Tim. 3: 16), and be- 
cause it gives us the only true picture we 
have of God as revealed to us by the “holy 
men of God” (2 Pet. 1:21), and in the 
person of his Son the Lord Jesus Christ? 


5-4 

There is one proof of the Bible that 
all can apply in their own life, if 
they are willing to pay the price. The 
price is obedience. In John 7: 17 we read 
the words of the Lord Jesus, “If any man 
will do his will [that is, God’s will], he 
shall know of the doctrine, whether it be 
of God, or whether I speak of myself.” 
In Christ’s great prayer of intercession 
for his disciples he says, “They have kept 
thy word. Now they have known that 
all things whatsoever thou hast given me 
are of thee. For I have given unto them 
the words which thou gavest me; and they 
have received them, and have known 
surely that I came out from thee, and 
they have believed that thou didst send 
me” (John 17:6-8). Again we read, “If 
ye continue in my word, then are ye my 
disciples indeed; and ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free” 
(Johir 8: 31, 32). We often seek to have 
our doubts about the Bible cleared up by 
every other means than the one God pre- 


| devoted to the study of the sacred books 
-of the East. He ‘finds the dominant note. 


‘}the Zendavesta of the Parsees, er the 
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shall know. The words of the old Gos- 
pel hymn fit the question of belief in 
the Bible as aptly as they do our Chris- 
tian waik, “Trust and obey, for there’s 
no other way.” 
% 

Many illustrations might be given to 
show ways in which the Bible shows its 
greatness. The King James Version is 
acknowledged, purely from an academic 
standpoint, to be the finest piece of Eng- 
lish literature in the world teday. Phil- 
osophers and moralists will tell us that 
the Bible is without -an equal: in these 
fields. From the standpoint of hygiene 
the Bible was such an authority that 
General Goethals could put its — 
literally into practice in the Panama 
Canal Zone and transform that pestilence- 
ridden, insect-infested death trap into one 
of the finest and most healthful localities 
one could want. 


But in a far different sense and in an 
utterly unique way the Bible shows its 
greatness. Max Miller, Professor of 
Sanskrit in the University of Oxford, 
points this out/in a recent statement pub- 
lished in “The Bible in New York,” the 
quarterly review of the New York Bible 
Saciety. For forty years he has been 


of all, whether it be the Veda of the 
Brahmans, the Puranas of Siva and 
Vishnu,.the Koran of the Mohammedans, 


Tripitika of the Buddhists, that.of salva- 
tion -by works. He says: 

“They all .say. that salvation must he 
purchased, must be bought: with .a- price, 
and that the sole price;.the sole purchase 
‘money, ‘must -be:our:own: works and de-j 
sérvings.. Our own Holy Bible is from 
beginning to end a protest against this 
doctrine. Good works are, indeed, en- 
joined upon us far more strongly than 
in any other sacred book of the East, 
but they are only the outcome of a grate- 
ful heart—they are only a thank-offer- 
ing, the fruits of our faith. They are 
never the ransom-money of the true dis- 
ciples of Christ... . Let us teach Hindus, 
Buddhists, “Mohammedans, that there is 
only one sacred Book of the East that 
can be their mainstay in that awful hour 
when they pass all alone into the unseen 
world. It is the sacred Book which con- 
tains that faithful saying worthy to be 
received of all men, women and children, 
and not merely of us Christians, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners.” 

In other words, as has been so aptly 
said of the Gospel, the Bible is not 

erely good advice, but it is Good News. 
tt not only ho'ds up the highest ideal, 
but it tells man how that ideal may be 
attained through faith in Christ. 


ye 

We see then why the Bible is the great- 
est guide in religion. A_ religion that 
merely ho!ds up an ideal without showing 
how to reach it is a mockery. The Lord 
Jesus himself szid, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). 
And again he said, “Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, He that entereth not by the 
door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up 
some other. way, the same is a thief and 
a gobber. ... I am the door” (John 10: 
1,9). The Bible is the only Book that 
tells us of this living way, and we can in- 
deed say that the Bible is not only the 
greatest guide in religion, but it is the 
only guide. Every other book, regardless 
how excellent its precepts, or how good 
its advice, or how high its standards, if 
it leaves out the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
only living way, is not only an insufficient 
guide, but it is a false guide that can 
lead man only to utter destruction. 


ye 
Do TI believe the Bible? 


Do I read it from a sense of @uty or be- 
cause it is God’s Word? 


Have I learned the secret that it is God’s 
Word to me? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
Pd 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. A descrip- 





scribed. God tells us to obey and we 





Spring Refreshing at 
merica’s Keswick 
 * hace Sod could be more delightful and 
refreshing during these beautiful 
spring days than a week at America’s 
Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J.? If you 
have never.seen nature awake from her 
long winter sleep and burst into leaf and 
flower, a vacation at Keswick during the 
early spring will be an experience never 
to be forgotten. t 
The Bible Center. at America’s Keswick 
is bringing rich blessing te visitors and 
workers. A number of well-known Bible 
teachers have been spending a week at a 
time at Keswick throughout the winter, 
giving daily studies of the Bible to which 
all are welcome. A list of teachers se- 
cured for the near future is given below. 
March 28 to April 2—The Rev. W. W. 
Rugh, ef the Bible Institute of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia. 

April 18-23.—Howard A. Banks, Litt.D., for- 
mer Associate Editor of The Sunday School 
Times, now Editor of Christ Life. 

April 25-30.—The Rev. T. Roland Philips, of 
Arlington Presbyterian Church, Baltimere. 


Will you be one to share in this un- 
usual opportunity for healthful rest and 
refreshment and rich Bible study; and are 
you telling your friends and acquaintances 
about it? For information and reserva- 
tion please address Addison €. Raws, 
Secretary, Keswick Grove, N. J. 

It is not too early for many to begin 
to plan for the summer Victorious Life’ 
Conferences at Keswick. These are the 
coming conferences: 

June 25 to July 93—Student Conference. 

July - 9-17.—Victorious Life Conference. 

july. sagen" 

Aug. +4— “*.~ Or we 

Aug. 20-28.— sa “> - 

Sept. 2-5.—Labor Day Week-End “ 

For information concerning the confer- 
ences please address the Victorious Life 
Testimony, Rooms 80-82 Stafferd Build- 
ing, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 
Room 353, 1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia,Pa, 
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Buy Globecraft seating plat- 
form furniture—and save the dif- 


ference. Your inquiry will help 
= us help you. 


33 Giobecratt Shops 


SINCE 1875 
3 PARK PLACE WORTAVILLE 
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Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 
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THE 
Companion Bible 
ASelf-Explanatory Bible for all Readers 


Every Student 
Needs It 
** It is not only a book 
to be each- 
en's deck but ho d be 
School teacher 
who wish to get 
at the exact meaning of 
—Christian Work 


The Appendixes 
Invaluable 

** It is the most con- 
feea colith camber 
The ae ded 
iteelé. 
comparison." — The Herald of Gespel Liberty. 
Knowledge of Hebrew and Greek 

Unnecoseary 
“It ip s0 arranged that one without any inow!- 
shine od tine epbeyd teow! I 
that experts get in their studies 

languages. "—Christian Index. 


2154 (Size, 
Clow Oe sD aa. . . $8.00 
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Oxford University Press, American Branch 
“ 35H. S2ud Street,\New York City 
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BRONZE TABLETS 

















$25.00 to $150.00 
Profitable SpareTime Work 


Sell our DeLuxe Kaster Box Edi- 
tion of 12 Steel ved Catds 
with lined envelopes and a hand- 
some ribbon tied folder. Appro- 

riateKaster verses.Cost soc,sells 
for $2.00. SEND FOR SAMPLE Box. 
6oc stamps,check or money order, 


GILLMORE BROS., Pub., Reading, Pa. 


QUALITY CHICKS 
Chicks from winter laying, farm raised,mature stock, 
S. C.W. Leghorns, R. I. Reds, Barred Rocks, White 
Orpingtons, Anconas, Black Jersey Giants, White 
Wyandottes, White Plymouth ocks, Black Minor- 
cas, Pekin and Indian Runner Ducks; $15 per 100 up. 
Live Delivery guaranteed. Parcel Post prepaid. 
Hatchin; eggs $8.00 per 100 up, Several breeds rab- 
bits. Circular free. Shipments will be mace from 
one of our nearest associated hatcheries. 


GLEN ROCK NURSERY AND STOCK FARM, RIDGEWOOD, N. J. 


Che Sanday School Fines 


Advertising Rates 


_ 90 cents per line, $12.60 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800-803 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


‘Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or iff ., package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 


The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
































tive list sent on request. 





1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. Pa. 






MOTHER’S DAY 

PAGEANTS 

A Mother's Devotion 
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By 
Rev. Bethel Cook 





Will make a wonderful appeal. 
Mother's sacrifice and devotion mn te her 2. 
Easy to render, 


with pantomime in tor rene ~ Well Ree 
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PAGEANT A Senior for Mother's Day 
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DAY oil 

By Rev. | 
Louis es 
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Randall, D.D. 
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Order from your Church Supply House or 


STOCKTON PRESS 
516 N. Charles Street, 


BALTIMORE MARYLAND 
WRITE FOR 96-PAGE CATALOG 











AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 














NORWAY-MEDITERRANEAN, July 2, 1927 
For| SE dave, $800 um vietine 10 Covarice 


Your Vacation CHOOSE A CLARK CRUISE 


weerSpecially chartered new Sesest- Anchor a 
imcluding hotels, driv Ene © ky fees, etc. Stop- 
overs in Europe. THe WORLD an- 

ta 16, 7938 325 ROUN $x.2 MEDITER- 

N, January 25, 1 14 ‘days, up. 
oe heey now. Fall Senay Bo pages, ‘with rates 
of any Cruise sent 


| SEUER Te TRAVEL AGENCY, Desk 1R, 70. 4Sth St., New York 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
mHE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘* There is 
no other I like as well.” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


English Ministerial Course 
leading to graduation. Study at home. For both 
sexes. Best books. Announcements. rite Prof. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“Everything by Prayer’’ 


ETER’S prayer was very short (Matt. 
14: 30), but it came from the heart, 
and how quickly it got results! Would 
not our individual prayers, and our fam- 
ily prayers, and our church prayers get 
results much more quickly if they came 
from the heart? Peter was not saved 
from sinking by anything except prayer ; 
and the Word says: “Everything by 
prayer” (Phil. 4:6). Read the whole 
verse and the verse that follows. Wovld 
that Christians everywhere would seek : 

1. The Revival of the Church—by 
prayer (Isa. 64:1, 2, 6; Psa. 85:6). 

2. The Evangelization of the World — 
by prayer (Psa. 43:3, first clause; Psa. 
OF: 2). 

3. The Advent of Christ —by prayer 
(Rev. 22:20). 

If we. would seek, “by prayer and sup- 
plication,” for ourselves and for others, 
literally everything within the circle of 
God’s will, how much farther we would 
get, and how much sooner! When will 
we learn this? God grant that it may |: 
be soon. 


April 4 to 10 


Mon.—Matthew 14 : 22-33. 
Peter’s Lesson in Trust. 


When the disciples saw Jesus, “they 
were troubled” (v. 26). They saw him, 
but not Him. He may be nearer to you 
than you think, You may be seeing him, 
but not Him, in the tempestuous circum- 
stances rising about you. “Be of good 
cheer; it is I; be not afraid.” Hearest 
thou his “voice”? (John 10: 27.) 

A Prayer: Teach us, Lord Jesus, the 
lesson of trust; for we, too, need to learn 
it afresh. Thou hast taught us before, 
but like thy disciples 4 old we have for- 
gotten. Help us as a family to trust thee 
today, May we not sce the tempestuous 
waves, but may we see thee. Prosper, pro- 
tect, and prowide. For thy name’s sake. 
Amen. 


Tues.—2 Kings 6:1-7. The Floating Ax. 


It was a miracle, Do not try to “ex- 
plain it awa You cannot do it; but in 
attempting it, you can lose the blessing 
that you yourself may need. “The Jor- 
dan at Jericho is so deep and rapid that 
there were a thousand chances to one 
against the stick’s falling into the hole 
of the ax head.” 

A Prayer: Grant us, O Lord, a simple, 
childlike faith that staggers not at seem- 
ing impossibilitics, but rather that takes 
thee at thy word. Work in our unbe- 
lieving hearts the mtracle of quiet, restful 
trust. Take from us all feverish haste, 
all anxiety, all fear. May we THIS day 
BELIEVE THEE. Jn Jesus’ name. Amen. 


Wed.—Jonah 1: 4-16. Jonah in a Storm. 


Many indeed are the lessons in today’s 
reading. Jonah said, “I-fear the Lord” 
(v. 9), yet “his practice belied his pro- 
fession” (does yours?),.and “his profes- 
sion aggravated his guilt.” “Why hast 
thou?” (v. 10): when Christians do 
wrong, it’s no trouble for non-Christians 
to ask questions. “Cast me forth into 
the sea” (vy. 12). Herein Jonah was a 
type of Christ. One must die, else all 
will be engulfed. 

“EVERYTHING BY Prayer”: Your house- 
hold needs, your church needs, your in- 
dividual needs — literally “everything by 
prayer.” Try it teday. “Casting all your 
care upon him; for [marvelous truth!) 
he careth for you” (1 Pet. 5:7). Re- 
read the Introduction, and make it @ part 
of your daily prayer life. 
Thurs.—Acts 27 : 27-44. Paul in a Storm. 


“IT believe God”: that was the secret 
of Paul’s calmness of spirit. His 
faith was based on God’s own word: 





C. J. Burton, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 


not only himself, but 275 others (v. 37). 
Would you have a faith like that? You 
may have; it cometh “by hearing’ (Rom, 
10:17), and by exercise. “O for a faith 
that will not shrink” ! 

“EVERYTHING BY PRAYER”: Souls can 
be saved, neighborhoods changed, churches 
transformed, Sunday-schools butlt up, en- 
tire communities evangelized, individual 
problems solved, long-standing feuds put 
eway, and a thousand other things aecom- 
plished “BY PRAYER”; because it is Gon’s 
method, his COMMANDED method. 
Fri.—Hebrews 6 : 13-20. ees 

Hope, the Anchor of the Soul. 


“The soul is the ship; the world, the 
sea; the bliss beyond the world, the dis- 
tant coast; and hope, resting on faith, is 
the anchor which prevents the vessel’s 
being tossed to and fro.” Hope pene- 
trates even to Heaven itself, and hath 
made us, even while dwelling on earth, 
to be in sure and blissful possession of 


our heavenly inheritance. 
“EVERYTHING BY PRAYER”: That busi- 
ness difficulty; TRY PRAYER. That trouble- 


some tangle in the home ; TRY PRAYER. That 
perplexing office problem; TRY PRAYER. 


PRAYER. That school “mess” ; TRY PRAYER. 
That sad misunderstanding that you so 
regret; have you prayed about it? Give 
God a chance. Try prayer! 


Sat.—Psalm 31:1-14. Trusting in Jehovah. 


The Psalm begins with trust, and ends 
with courage and strength and hope; just 
as does any soul that begins, and_con- 
Tlinues, trusting God. Much of the Psalm 
is a prayer; but how beautifully it blos- 
soms forth into promise (vs. 19, 20), and 
praise (v. 21), and confident precept (vs. 
23, 24) based on experience! 

Prayer Succestions: What a sad lack 
in those homes where God’s Word is not 
read! All these precious truths and les- 
sons of trust are wholly lost. Pray that 
not only your community, but the whole 
nation, may be swept with a Bible-read- 
ing and Word-loving revival. What a 
glorious transformation such a revival 
would produce! Pray! 


That shortage in the church; unitedly try 


(Lesson tor April 10) MARCH 26, 1927 





Sun.—Psalm 91 : 1-10. 
The Security of the Godly. 
Have you ever really experienced verse 
1? If not, are you sure that you can 


j enter confidently into the spirit of the 


verses that follow? For the deeper se- 
crets of verses 2 to 16 are experienced 


only as verse 1 becomes a very part of 


our life. Let verse 1 become your daily 
prayer,-and verses 2 to 16 will, soon be- 
come your daily praise. 

Praise: “Bless the Lord, O. my soubs 
and all that is within me, bless his holy 
name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
| forget not alt his benefits.” “Bless ye 
| the Lord, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of 
his, that do his pleasure. Bless the Lord, 
all hig works m all places of his do- 
minion: bless the Lord. O my soul.” 
“Praise ye the Lord.” 
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LET YOUR GIFT 


To Foreign Missions 
Pay You an Income for Life 


** All my life I have been interested in Foreign Missions. 
My heart always has been in the work, and, not being 
able to go as a missionary, I have tried my best to spare 
something to help send others. 
from my income seems so little, yet I dare not 
use my capital, for that is allI have to rely on for my 


Is that your problem ? The Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions has a 
solution to suggest. Make an Annuity Gift to the Board from your capital. Let 
the Board invest it and pay you a definite, guaranteed income for life, of 
per year, according to your age, payable semi-annually. 
The Board will relieve you of all the worry and care of investing and re-in- 
vesting the money, will pay you the interest regularly and assure 
of the principal. At your death, the gift will become available for the work 
of the Board, with no loss for Inheritance Tax. 


Annuity Gifts now in force range from $100 to $65, 000, and total 


Board has been writing Annuity Gift 
never failed to pay the interest when due. 


For further information write to 


Ernest F. Hall, Secretary, Department of Annuities 


The Board of Foreign Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
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“Fear not” (v. 24). And his faith saved 
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